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Distinguished guests, fellow members of council, staff, ladies and gentlemen… 

It is indeed an honour and a privilege to have been elected to serve as your mayor 

for the next 4 years.  Thank you for your support and the trust you have placed in 

me. 

It’s been a long and often tough election campaign. It is encouraging that 44% of 

our ratepayers cast ballots…a 10% increase over 2010.  Our electorate were 

engaged with the issues and have provided your council with a decisive mandate 

to move forward with initiatives outlined during the campaign.  

Our new Council is composed of seven returning members who bring a wealth of 

wisdom and experience, as well as 3 new faces – one new Councillor from each 

ward, all with great enthusiasm and fresh ideas. I extent a hearty welcome to all, 

and particularly to newcomers Councillors Currie, Barrick-Spearn & Ledger.    

Your Mayor is one member of Council with one vote. I believe it is essential to 

listen to each you, communicate effectively, and operate in a fair and balanced 

manner, to earn your respect as a leader. There will certainly be numerous 

opinions on every issue we consider as Council - even dissenting views, - if you 

can believe that!   I am convinced however, that through open, respectful 

discussion around the table, your council can move towards consensus on every 

issue. 

Over the next month or so, it is my intention to hold a public meeting in each of 

our Wards, as well as one in the GTA…to listen to our citizens ideas on the 

strategic initiatives they deem important to foster the long term vitality of our 

Township.     

Based on this feedback, along with Council’s evaluations and of course a cost 

benefit analysis to be respectful of your tax dollars, a strategic plan will be 

crafted.  This ‘Four Year Road Map’ will be a living plan, with fine tuning and 

updates as required, during this term, yet  we will keep a true course that has 

been collectively set.  



One of the most challenging issues facing this and every past council is the huge 

economic diversity that exits in our Township.  From multi-million dollar seasonal 

homes at one end of the spectrum, to the harsh daily life of many permanent 

residents struggling to make ends meet…toiling in seasonal service occupations, 

or living on disability and social assistance allowances.  This is the reality of 

Muskoka.  Your Council must be compassionate and ever mindful of this 

dichotomy within our community. 

Sustainable economic activity is absolutely essential to the health and viability of 

any municipality.  I believe we need to work cooperatively with property owners 

and business people, to ensure your Township is a supportive resource, to those 

who share our passion for Muskoka and are above all, respectful of our unique 

environment and the vision of our official plan.  

Like many municipalities in Ontario, our Township is being squeezed by both our 

Federal and Provincial Governments, through continued downloading of services 

and a reduction in transfer payments, such as the Ontario Municipal Partnership 

Fund for capital projects.   

Many of our roads and bridges are nearing the end of their useful service life and 

must be replaced or rehabilitated.  On top of this, more extreme weather is taking 

an added toll on our infrastructure.  Your new council must look for ways to 

extract efficiencies and be more creative at delivering services our public expects.  

It becomes ever more difficult to stay ahead of the curve, especially when our tax 

payers are now faced with a three million dollar annual increase in policing costs, 

stepped in over the next 3 years.    Doing more with less, will be the biggest 

challenge your Council faces over the next 4 years. 

One of the best parts of being a Councillor over the past 4 years was the number 

of compliments I received from citizens on the positive experiences they had in 

dealing with Township Staff.  If there was a problem, it was usually fixed faster 

than I could reasonably expect.   We are truly blessed in Muskoka Lakes with a 

dedicated, hard working professional staff.  I look forward to working with them, 

and for them, over the next four years.   



One group that does not get enough recognition, but really weaves its way into 

everyone’s life in our municipality, is our volunteers.    Often putting in countless 

hours to help others, so thank you to our fire fighters, to library volunteers, 

church, groups, service clubs, lake associations, those who serve on our advisory 

boards and numerous others individually and collectively, who work tirelessly to 

make our community a better place for us all…  Thank you so much for all you do. 

One last important council item, it is my distinct pleasure to announce that Jean 

Ann Baranik, Township Councillor for Ward C, has agreed to assume the added 

responsibilities of Deputy Mayor. Congratulations Deputy Mayor Baranik, you will 

do a great job. 

I’d like to close on a personal note by thanking everyone who has been so 

supportive of me in my political journey…many of whom are here today.  

I am also very fortunate as well, to have members of my family here. I regret that 

my father who loved Muskoka, could not be physically present, but my sister 

Colleen and Aunty Mom are here today (indicate) 

And last but far from least, my better half, Carol, who has provided me her 

generous love and support for the past 40 years and I am astounded to say, she 

has signed on to supply more of the same for at least the next 4 years.     

I thank you all…from the bottom of my heart.  

 


