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The  beautiful painting (Muskoka 

Wetlands) on our Yearbook cover, 

is an original by artist Lynda Bry-

den. Lynda says it was done in 

acrylic paint on canvas board. 

Lynda says she usually does a 

rough pencil sketch on paper first 

to establish her values, before 

transferring it to the board. 

She went on to say that acrylic 

paint dries quickly. So, she paints 

in dark colours first and layers on 

lighter colours in sequential steps.  

The highlights on the water are 

added last. 

We are proud to say Lynda is a 

member of our Board of Directors.  

Thank you Lynda! 

We have had to cancel our normal 

Annual General Meeting at the 

Port Carling Community Centre 

and replace it with an online ver-

sion. We truly hope that things 

return to some form of “normal” 

next year, and in the meantime, 

keep safe and follow the guide-

lines. 
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President’s Message 

Dear Members, 
 
Last spring, when I prepared to 
write this message, nobody had 
any idea of what lay ahead.  I am 
sure I am not alone when I say that 
I felt optimistic about the course of 
COVID-19.  Little did I know. 
 
As the winter of 2021 became a 
memory, and the spring 
approached, we had our collective 
fingers crossed that we would see a 
more normal summer.   
 
In spite of all the restrictions and 
cautions, the Board of the Muskoka 
Ratepayers' Association continue to 
be very busy.  We have held our 
monthly meetings via Zoom.  It is 
not perfect, but this makes it 
possible for us to meet and carry 
on our work on behalf of our 
members 
 
We pay close attention to what 
transpires at the Township and 
make comments as we see fit – 
such as at budget time.  I hope you 
found the information that we sent 
you on the many services of the 
Port Carling library interesting.  Our 
goal is to keep ourselves informed 
so we are able to pass information 
on to you and address any 
questions you might have. 
 
The Township of Muskoka Lakes 
and the District of Muskoka 
continue to hold their meetings 
virtually so our Executive Assistant, 
Dee, has been able to attend and 
report back to our membership via 
Township Watch. Communication 
of this information to our members 
is of the highest importance. A 

million thanks go to Dee for her 
excellent reporting and for being 
such a wealth of knowledge. 
 
 I would like to thank and 
congratulate our Past President 
Peter Long who put together our 
2021 Yearbook electronically.  It is 
an enormous job and it would not 
have been possible without Peter.  
Thank you, Peter! 
 
There are some very interesting 
articles in the 2021 Yearbook – 
something for everyone.  I urge you 
to have a look. 
 
 Just as we did in 2020, we will 
have our Annual General Meeting 
via Zoom.  As a not for profit 
organization, we are mandated to 
hold an Annual General Meeting. 
 
By now, all our members will have 
received an invitation to attend. 
Our AGM  2021 will not be like 
AGM's previous to 2020 with guest 
speakers and door prizes. 
  

This year we have had to make a 
difficult decision. Unfortunately, for 
several years there has been 
dwindling interest in our bursary 
from our three local secondary 
school graduating students. This 
spring there were no applicants. As 
a result, we have decided to 
reallocate our bursary budget to 
other areas, in order to continue to 
use it to help support the youth of 
the Township. 
 
This will necessitate a by-law 
change at the AGM. 
 
Since my last Yearbook message, 
we are pleased to welcome four 
new board members - Judy 
O'Malley from the Joe River,  Gord 
Carlton from the Moon River, Don 
Furniss from Beaumaris and Tom 
Grajnar from Skeleton Lake. They 
have all been a great addition to 
our team. 
 
Sadly, we have recently lost former 
board member Roger Crawford and 
Pat Sinclair who was Executive 
Assistant for many years prior to 
2012.  Our sincere condolences to 
both of their families. 
 
So far, we have seen unsettled 
weather in June.  Unfortunately, 
the gypsy moth caterpillars have 
loved it. 
 
On behalf of the Board of the 
Ratepayers, I wish you a happy and 
healthy Muskoka summer. 
 
Liz Denyar  
President 
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Mayor’s Message 

It is always a privilege to provide 

greetings to your Association on be-

half of Township of Muskoka Lakes 

Council. As the Covid-19 pandemic 

evolves our thinking, our relation-

ships, the way we do business and 

our social and economic futures, this 

past year has been an emotional roll-

er-coaster ride not just for Muskoka, 

but the whole world.  

As we approach summer 2021 with 

continued vaccination of the general 

public and the reopening of the Prov-

ince, we must remain vigilant in do-

ing what we can to stop the spread of 

the virus.  I am optimistic that with 

just a little more time and dedication 

we can turn the corner eventually 

making lockdowns and stay-at-home 

orders a thing of the past. 

Despite pivoting numerous times to 

ensure continued delivery of critical 

municipal services during the pan-

demic, your Council has been busy.  

Earlier this year, we approved a new 

Strategic Plan that will support Coun-

cil decision-making and staff activities 

to ensure that the Township contin-

ues to move in the right direction. 

This plan contains a series of goals to 

guide continuous improvement of 

services and programs to meet the 

evolving needs and priorities of our 

community.  

We are also in the midst of updating 

the Township’s Official Plan which is 

the blue print for how our communi-

ty will develop and grow over the 

next 20 plus years.  A key piece is 

new policies to protect the environ-

ment and character of our waterfront 

areas.  Council is trying to find the 

balance of protection and enjoyment 

as well as respect for the past, with-

out damaging the future.  As some of 

these policies may have an impact on 

your property development or rede-

velopment rights, I encourage every-

one to familiarize themselves with 

some of the contemplated changes 

within the new plan.  To that end we 

want to hear from you – every voice 

matters as the impacts of changes to 

the Official Plan will no doubt affect 

every property in Muskoka Lakes.   

Another significant project Council 

has on its plate is the Official Plan 

Amendment regarding re-

development of the Resort Village of 

Minett.  For over 30 plus years, Mi-

nett has been offered significant de-

velopment rights and in 2007 the 

Province granted a developer even 

greater rights.  Thankfully, a new 

owner of the Clevelands House prop-

erty (the largest land owner in Mi-

nett) has been working with Council 

to significantly reduce the property 

rights in an effort to protecting the 

lakes.  Yes, you heard that correctly, 

a property owner is voluntarily giving 

up their property (development) 

rights in an effort to protect Musko-

ka.  Stay tuned for this later this sum-

mer.   

In addition to these planning pro-

jects, Council is also looking at all 

things both functional and operation-

al in our Township.  We continue 

work on developing a Community 

Improvement Plan for the communi-

ties of Bala and Port Carling, a Fire 

Master Plan, and a Parks and Recrea-

tion Master Plan. These plans will 

help identify community priority ar-

eas/projects, allowing the Township 

to direct capital project investments 

in a more strategic manner. 

On a final note, I also want to say a 

special thanks to each of you for your 

help in being an integral part of the 

economic and social fabric of Musko-

ka.  Working through this pandemic, 

shopping locally, respecting our 

neighbours, respecting all across 

Muskoka is what makes this commu-

nity so very special.  I am proud to 

represent each of you. All of Council 

loves to hear from you on issues that 

affect you and also about your appre-

ciation for this amazing place we call 

home.  Thank you!  Have an awe-

some and safe summer. 

 
 
Phil Harding 
Mayor 
Township of Muskoka Lakes 
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District Chair’s  Message 

On behalf of Muskoka District 
Council and staff, it is my 
pleasure to bring greetings for 
the 2021 season. It is hard to 
believe that another year has 
passed and that we continue 
to face the many challenges 
presented to us by the COVID-
19 pandemic. Last spring, the 
municipal leaders of Muskoka 
shared a message to all of our 
residents, which remains at 
the forefront today: 

We are all in this together- 
year-round and seasonal resi-

dents - both equally valued 
and respected. We must con-

tinue to work in unison to sup-
port our Muskoka communi-
ties and keep our residents 

healthy and safe. 

We hope that as the vac-
cination effort continues to 
roll out, we will have more 
opportunities to visit each 
other outdoors and enjoy 
the beautiful Muskoka sum-
mer season. A special thank 
you to our healthcare pro-
fessionals, first responders, 
and essential workers who 
have all tirelessly navigated 
these uncertain times and 
ensured that our necessities 
of life continue to be availa-
ble. 

The Muskoka Economic Re-
covery Task Force (MERTF) 
regularly meets to explore 
ways to minimize the effects 
of the pandemic on business-
es and residents across Mus-
koka. Broadband connectivity 
was identified as a critical pri-
ority, and work to develop a 
Regional Broadband Strategy 
to improve connectivity 

throughout Muskoka is being 
led by a Broadband Sub-
Committee. 

The Province announced 
funding for 16 projects to 
protect the Muskoka River 
Watershed through an inte-
grated approach to water-
shed management. Those 
projects are launching soon, 
and we look forward to up-
dating and engaging you. 
Some other important initia-
tives that you may be inter-
ested in learning more about 
include: 

 

• Inclusion, Diversity, Equality 
and Anti-racism (IDEA) 

• Muskoka Area Indigenous 
Leadership Table 

• Resort Policy Review 

• Protecting Muskoka's Vul-
nerable Lakes: Causation 
Studies 

• Lakeside Waste Collection 

 

You can learn about all of these 
projects and more by visiting: 
www.enagemuskoka.on.ca 

Thank you again for your 
continued support, and I 
look forward to hearing all 
about the MRA's activities 
and initiatives. Please reach 
out to me at any time with 
your ideas, questions or con-
cerns. 

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 

John. W. Klinck 
District Chair 

http://www.enagemuskoka.on.ca/
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Andy’s House Hospice — West Street, Port Carling 

Andy’s House Hospice, Port Car-
ling is now open and operating 
serving individuals in their end- of 
-life journey. 

T H E  C O M P O N E N T S  

Hospice Muskoka - Andy’s 
House, 8,300 sq ft. The design 
reflects Muskoka style architec-
ture and is totally integrated 
with the surrounding wetlands 
and park-like setting. 

The building is equipped with: 

• 10 private suites, of which 3 
are currently funded for 
End-of-Life care and one is 
equipped as a comfortable 
family room for out-of-town 
visitors to stay overnight   

• Each suite has access to a 
private balcony overlooking 
the beauty of the Indian 
River 

• Space for private, confiden-
tial interaction in the multi-
purpose Spiritual Care room 

• Kitchen – Talented volun-
teers prepare refreshments 
and home-made snacks for 
residents and their families 

• Library 

• Controlled access to resi-
dent rooms 

• 24-hour professional nurs-
ing and personal support 

 

 *This Building meets all stand-
ards and guidelines for Resi-
dential Hospice as developed 
by Hospice Palliative Care On-
tario.  

Did You Know? Only 55% of the 
overall operating costs of 
Andy’s House is funded by the 
Ministry of Health. The COVID 
pandemic has seriously inter-
rupted the plans of Hospice 
Muskoka (parent organization) 
to raise the remaining annual 
$300,000 needed to fund the 
facility. 

Andy’s House was created in 
memory of Ontario Provincial Po-
lice officer, Andrew Potts. Andy 
and his partner Matt Hanes, while 
responding to a call were in-
volved in a motor vehicle colli-
sion. Tragically Andy did not 
survive and Matt was seriously 
injured. 

In 2006, Matt Hanes and the 
Potts Family created the Andy 
Potts Memorial Fund and 
among other charitable giving, 
built Andy’s House. 

Then, on a quiet afternoon with 
the sun shining and little fanfare, a 
dream came true – Andy’s House 
Residential Hospice received its 
first resident. It was a momentous 
occasion for the staff, volunteers 
and community supporters who 
have persevered since 2012 to 
make this day a reality. Bob and 

Shirley Pott’s, the parents of Con-
stable Andrew Potts of the Ontar-
io Provincial Police had this to say: 

“The past few weeks and specifi-
cally, the past few days have been 
very emotional as we have grown 
closer and closer to this day. In-
stead of it (Andy’s House) just be-
ing a building, it is now a home to 
those in need of comfort and care 
in their last days…and to their 
loved ones who will experience 
the overwhelming pain of loss. We 
are so thankful for you and your 
quiet strength and determination 
that has helped bring us to this 
day. We wish you and your staff 
(of Hospice Muskoka) the strength 

to deal with the difficult days and 
the ability to brighten the days of 
all who have the opportunity to 
come and experience Andy’s 
House. We know that you and 
your staff will make Andy’s House 
the special place that we have al-
ways hoped it could be in memory 
of Andy.”Did You Know? That 
Andy’s House is available to res-
idents and individuals with sec-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Skeleton Lake—The Lake, Its Name, Community and Stewardship 

The Lake 

Skeleton Lake is a circular-shaped 
mid-size lake with crystal-clear 
waters situated between Rosseau 
and Huntsville.  It has 30 islands, is 
the fourth largest lake, and is also 
said to be the largest open body 
of water, in the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes.  It is also a 
“closed” lake since one cannot get 
anywhere from there by boat.  
The only outflow is the Skeleton 
River at the west side of the lake.  
It is controlled by the Skeleton 
Lake Dam and flows through the 
community of Bent River to 
Skeleton Bay on Lake Rosseau. 

The Lake is unique in Muskoka.  
Most Muskoka lakes were formed 
during the retreat of the glaciers.  
Skeleton Lake is uniquely round 
and a research paper written in 
the 1970s (Waddington and 
Dence) suggests that it was 
formed by the impact of a meteor 
about 500 million years ago.  It is 
estimated that the meteor was 
around 150 m (500 ft.) in diameter 
and traveling at thousands of 
metres per second.  The force of 
the impact is estimated to be 
equal to the detonation of several 
dozen hydrogen bombs resulting 
in a crater 4 km across and several 
hundred metres deep.  The blast 
flattened the forests across all of 
what is now Muskoka and 
adjacent regions.  The blast of the 
impact also formed breccia rock 
which are exposed in the area of 
the Tomelin Bluffs and Opal Island 
along the north shore of the Lake.  
The Skeleton crater is provincially 

significant primarily because these 
breccias are the only such 
exposures known in Ontario.  As a 
result, this north shore area has 
been designated and protected as 
an Area of National Scientific 
Interest (ANSI).  The meteoritic 
impact also resulted in the 
preservation of the Lake’s 
limestone base—the only lake in 
Muskoka to have one.  The spring-
fed nature of the Lake, its 
limestone base, along with a 
relatively deep average depth of 
32m (maximum depth 65 m) has 
made Skeleton Lake one of the 
clearest lakes in Muskoka. 

Its Name 

It is believed that the First Peoples 
arrived in Muskoka around 7,000 
years ago.  The First Peoples 
referred to the waters of Skeleton 
Lake as, “Paukuh”.  Paukuh, may 
have several meanings. One is 
“spirit”.  The Lake lies in the 
Traditional Territory of the 
Anishinaabe Three Fires 
Confederacy. 

Folklore suggests that the Lake’s 
current name comes from the two 
skeletons that were discovered 
near its north shore by surveyors 
in the 1860s.  The surveyors asked 
the local Ojibway Chief about 
their find and he told them that 
one winter the local tribe was 
faced with starvation and had to 
travel in search of food.  But some 
in the tribe were too weak to 
travel.  Among them was a 14 
year old boy.  His mother, who 
had recently lost her husband, 
refused to abandon her only 

remaining family and both 
perished during the winter. 

Charles O'Dale, a crater explorer 
and former President of the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada, 
has suggested that the Lake had 
been given a name by the First 
Nations familiar with this region.  
Early surveyors (1872) heard of it 
as ‘Paqua-sa-ca-cun’ or ‘Pasqua-sa
-ca-tun’.  Ojibway dialect scholars 
translate this to mean ‘Waters-of-
the-rolling hills’ or ‘Lake-in-the 
green lands’. Local inhabitants, 
over many years, have corrupted 
part of the original name to a 
somewhat ominous sounding ‘ska-
le-tun’. 

Community and Stewardship 

There are currently about 530 
cottages around the Lake along 
with three religious-based 
summer camps.  The Skeleton 
Lake Cottagers Organization 
(SLCO) has over 260 members and 
has a mission “To ensure the 
preservation and stewardship of 
Skeleton Lake and its surrounding 
watershed by ensuring that the 
Lake maintains all of its many 
unique qualities for generations to 
come.”  The Township of Muskoka 
Lakes has recently passed a 
motion adopting Skeleton Lake's 
'Lake Plan and Stewardship 
Program' into the Township's 
Official Plan, recognizing the 
community's desire and authority 
to protect, among other features, 
its scenic views. 

The SLCO is currently in the 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Andy’s House and Skeleton Lake (cont’d) 

 

ond homes in Muskoka? Just as many love to 
live in Muskoka, many also would like to 
spend their last days in Muskoka. To do so, 
they many need the support of Andy’s House. 
There is no cost to use the services of Andy’s 
House, however we are grateful for any assis-
tance to meet the annual shortfall not cov-
ered by the Ministry of Heath. 

A formal grand opening will occur when the 
COVID-19 pandemic has subsided. 

For more information about Hospice Muskoka 
or Andy’s House Hospice contact  

(Continued from page 7) 

process of reviewing its Lake Plan with significant 
attention being paid to the stewardship portion of 
the Plan.  Topics under consideration include 
some of the same challenges being faced by many 
communities in the District of Muskoka. These 
range in scope from the global existential 
challenge to humanity from climate change and 
its impact on the Lake, its wildlife and the 
environment to local challenges to the Lake’s 
watershed, its inhabitants and wildlife.  These 
local challenges range from the increasing 
potential of over-development to a proposed 
quarry whose impacts on the surrounding 
community, wildlife and environment, as well as 
the effluent that will drain into the Lake, will be of 
significant concern for at least the next century. 

Humanity often looks to the promise of the future 
and of technology with hope to solve many of the 
global and local challenges that we face today.  
Perhaps a more balanced and harmonious 
approach would be to also look to the wisdom of 
the past.  The Seventh Generation Principle dates 
back to the writing of The Great Law of Iroquois 
Confederacy (circa 1200 A.D.) and is based on the 
philosophy that decisions we make today should 
result in a sustainable world seven generations 
into the future.  So, a thoughtful question that we 
can ask ourselves on an ongoing basis is: “How 
will I begin to incorporate this principle into all 
areas of my life where I have not yet done so, for 
the benefit of future generations?" 

Tom Grajnar 
Director 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Lake Plans—the “What” and the “How” 

What’s The Plan? (OR) How did 
they get away with building that? 

The Township of Muskoka Lakes 
(TML) is deep into the process of 
creating its new Official Plan (OP).  
As required by the Province of 
Ontario, an OP is meant to be 
reviewed and updated every 5 
years to 10 years.   An OP 
describes how the land in a 
community is to be developed and 
is used as a guidance document 
for the municipality to follow.  An 
OP uses local community input as 
well as direction from the District 
and Province to help ensure that 
property development meets the 
needs and desires of the 
community.   

During the creation of the OP, the 
Ratepayers, lake associations and 
individuals, attended public 
meetings or responded to 
questionnaires offering their 
opinion on what should be 
included in the final document.  
This input is important so that 
everyone’s views are considered 
during the process.  People 
commented on lake health, 
watershed planning and 
protection of natural heritage 
features.  As you might guess, no 
one expressed support for tree 
cutting or blasting to facilitate 
development. 

The OP represents a collective 
vision of the community to be 
implemented by the TML through 
the enactment/enforcement of its 
by-laws and through the 
development application process 
as plans are brought to the 

township for approval.  OP 
policies include provisions aimed 
at preserving natural vegetation, 
wetlands, shorelines, as well as 
new lot creation, setbacks, 
commercial development and 
grandfathering (the old rules 
apply to existing situations and 
the new rules apply to new 
situations). 

The OP should be detailed enough 
to avoid misinterpretation yet 
allow room for exceptions needed 
in a non-homogeneous 
community such as ours. 

The OP contains a provision to 
include Lake Plans.  Similar to an 
OP, Lake Plans contain details and 
policies specific to the subject 
body of water.  Lake Plans are 
typically prepared by a lake 
association using a vigorous series 
of public consultations.  Once 
approved and adopted by a 
majority of property owners, the 
Lake Plan may be submitted to the 
Township for possible inclusion in 
the OP through an OP 
Amendment. 

A Lake Plan is local in nature.  It 
should include plans for local 
stewardship, calling on property 
owners to support and improve 
the natural conditions of the area.  
Key elements of the Lake Plan 
would include a description of the 
watershed, water quality, 
incoming and outgoing 
waterways, boat activity, 
significant characteristics of the 
area, built form, typical setbacks, 
the number of lots, any public 
facilities that are available, 

preservation objectives, a 
description of any commercial 
activities, land use, and specific 
recommendations for future 
development.   

The MRA encourages our 

members to be involved in the 

community.  As the OP process 

continues, we will try to keep you 

alerted to any opportunities for 

public involvement that you might 

want to take advantage of.  We 

also encourage our cottage 

owning members to take part in 

crafting a Lake Plan for their local 

body of water.  As they say, be a 

part of the solution, not a part of 

the problem . 

David Sculati 

Member 
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Muskoka’s New GeoHub 

Muskoka GeoHub  
 
Curious what your property 
looked like 50 years ago? 
Need to check on water levels 
from the comfort of your home, 
or wherever you are, via your 
mobile device?  
Are you interested in learning 
more about Muskoka’s beautiful, 
scenic trail systems? 
Rainy day? Don’t have a boat? 
Take a virtual tour of Muskoka’s 
shorelines! 
 
The opportunities are endless 
with Muskoka GeoHub - The 
District of Muskoka’s new online 
GIS web mapping portal. Learn 
more about this incredible tool 
below! 

GIS is short for Geographic 
Information System, but what 
does that mean? 
 
GIS is a system or application 
designed to capture, store, 
manipulate, analyze, manage, and 
present all types of geographical 
data.  This information and data 
are spatial, meaning referenced to 
locations on the earth.  The 
District of Muskoka’s GIS team 
develops and maintains spatial 
information for mapping and data 
analysis to support District 
initiatives and to provide the 
public with access to important 
geographical information across 
Muskoka.  
 
Through the Muskoka GeoHub, 
the District’s GIS team is eager to 
show you how to use GIS for 

yourself - in your work, in your 
school, where you volunteer, or 
even for your hobbies and 
interests. Muskoka GeoHub can 
be accessed through a desktop 
computer or mobile device and is 
loaded with 18 unique and 
custom made applications (apps) 
featuring maps, tools, and 
functions to help you explore 
Muskoka’s geographical 
information such as: 
 

• Floodplain Mapping  
• Shoreline Videos  

• Air Photos  

• Topography  
• Trails Explorer  

• Zoning Maps  
• Subdivision and Condominium 

Development Maps  
• Data sets for Environment, 

Community Public works, and 
so much more!  

 
Many of these apps allow you to 
interact with them through our 
user tools including: 
 

• the ruler (allows you to take 
measurements of land and 
water body areas) 

• the draw/polygon tool (allows 
you to create polygons directly 
on the map to help you plan 
out your development 
projects) 

• the swipe tool (shows or 
removes layers in a side by 
side comparison)   

• the print tool (allows you to 
print your own personalized 
maps!) 

• the search box (you can type 
in your property location, 
road, lake or island to locate it 
on the map) 

• GIS layers (allows you to turn 
on/off the GIS layers you want 
to see) 

• Pop-up window (you can click 
on any map layer and the 
popup window will appear and 
show you additional details 
with hyperlinks to more 
information) 

 
We have provided a brief 
description of the applications 
available below - There is 
something here for everyone! 
 
GeoHub Applications and 
Descriptions: 
 
• Air Photos of Muskoka – If 

you’re interested in viewing 
what your town or property 
looked like over 50 years ago, 
this app is for you!  Experience 
the changing landscapes of 
Muskoka over time by 
exploring our air photo catalog 
ranging from 1969 to 2018. 

 
• Topographic Map - This app 

displays the MNRF topography 
and federal/provincial park 
land for the District 
Municipality of Muskoka.  

 
• Floodline and LiDAR Mapping 

- Digital floodline mapping was 
captured in 2019 for certain 
parts of the District and is 
displayed in this app. The 
LiDAR data (data captured 

(Continued on page 12) 
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through laser technology) that 
was used to delineate the 
floodlines is presented as a 
backdrop.  This app also 
features a new water level 
station layer that shows the 
water levels in Muskoka in 
real-time! That means you 
can check the water levels in 
Muskoka right from your own 
home.  Water levels are 
updated daily using 
information from Natural 
Resources Canada. 

 
• Development Applications – 

View subdivision and 
condominium development 
applications and their status 
within the District of 
Muskoka. 

 
• Zoning – Wondering what 

your property zoning is? We 
have zoning map data for all 6 
of Muskoka’s Area 
Municipalities: Muskoka 
Lakes, Bracebridge, 
Gravenhurst, Huntsville, 
Georgian Bay & Lake of Bays. 

 

• 3D Buildings of Muskoka – 
Probably our most visually 
impressive app is our 3D 
buildings of Muskoka app!  
Using the toggle and pan 
option in this application will 
allow you to get a real sense 
of the size and depth of 
buildings and landscape 
features across Muskoka! 
 

• Muskoka Atlas 1879 - 
Property ownership maps 
from 1879 (back when 
cartographers used only 
paper, rulers, pencils, and 
basic surveying equipment to 

map out properties and 
geographical information!)  
You can also view detailed 
mps, sketches, and 
descriptions and compare 
those original sketches to our 
modern digital maps that 
were created utilizing 
technology such as air photos 
and LiDAR. It is remarkable 
how accurate they were back 
in 1879! 

 
• Public Works - Public Works 

information for Muskoka 
including traffic signal 
locations, township yards, 
solid waste, lagoon and 
landfill sites, and transfer 
stations. 

 
• Trails Explorer – If you’re 

looking to go for a hike or 
walk on one of Muskoka’s trail 
systems, the interactive Trail 
Explorer app is for you! This 
app will show you things like 
trail distance, skill level, points 
of interest, and even the 
weather forecast! 

 

• Shoreline Videos – You don’t 
need a boat to tour Muskoka’s 
shorelines! This app shows 
third-party video segments for 
the shorelines of many of the 
major lakes in the District of 
Muskoka.  

 
• Watersheds and Water 

Sampling – This app shows 
the different levels of 
watersheds in Muskoka as 
well as the District's water 
sampling locations. 

 

• Muskoka Watershed Report 
Card – A link to the Muskoka 

Watershed Council app for the 
Muskoka Watershed Report 
Card, a science-based 
evaluation of the health of 
Muskoka’s watersheds. This 
story map provides you with 
the indicators used to 
measure the health of the 
Muskoka watershed and the 
results. You can explore your 
quaternary watershed, as well 
as specific lakes. You'll also 
have the opportunity to see 
how you can get involved to 
maintain or enhance the 
health of the watershed. 

 
• MWC Algae Monitoring 

Program – A 2019 Pilot 
Project this Muskoka 
Watershed Council app 
features the MWC Algae 
Monitoring Program, a citizen 
science monitoring program 
being piloted on four lakes to 
build an understanding of 
algae and algal blooms in 
Muskoka. 

 
Datasets: The Muskoka GeoHub 
has hundreds of GIS layers 
including MNRF base data, 
Muskoka maintained roads, civic 
addresses, and much more 
available in datasets.  Many of the 
GeoHub datasets are refreshed 
every night through scheduled 
tasks so users are assured they 
are viewing the most current GIS 
data available. 
 
Ready to Explore? Visit the 
Muskoka GeoHub Now! 
 
You can explore the Muskoka 
GeoHub at https://
map.muskoka.on.ca/ or by typing 

(Continued on page 13) 

https://map.muskoka.on.ca/
https://map.muskoka.on.ca/
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“Muskoka GeoHub” into any 
internet search engine.  
 
Online Demos: 
 
If you’re interested in learning 
how to use Muskoka GeoHub and 
its features, view our public demo 

videos available on the District’s 
website at www.muskoka.on.ca/
gis 
 
Contact Us: 
 
If you need help navigating 
Muskoka GeoHub or have any 

questions please email our GIS 
team at gisinfo@muskoka.on.ca.   
 

Mel Heatie 
Program Communications 
Specialist 
District of Muskoka 
 

http://www.muskoka.on.ca/gis
http://www.muskoka.on.ca/gis
mailto:gisinfo@muskoka.on.ca
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Grow Me Instead 

This title was taken from the 

“Ontario Native Plant Council” 

website.  

Once again, planting season is 

upon us.  It’s time to consider 

what we’re going to plant this 

year.  Why not consider planting 

native plants common to eastern 

North America.  You may have 

more success planting native 

plants, shrubs and, particularly 

trees.  Native trees thrive in local 

climate and soil conditions and 

are more resistant to local 

diseases and pests.  Native plants 

will attract birds, butterflies and 

other wild life.  They are a source 

of natural food and habitat.  

Native plants grow easily, adapt to 

changing conditions and filter 

rainwater runoff. Their root 

systems become more complex 

which leads to greater stability 

and provides greater resistance to 

erosion.  Another, and more 

timely reason to plant trees is the 

carbon dioxide reducing element 

that trees provide.  If building a 

cottage or cottage maintenance 

has necessitated clearing trees, 

there could be an opportunity to 

re-establish the ecosystem that 

benefits local flora and fauna.  

Each spring it’s always a surprise 

to see what has happened at our 

cottage property over the winter.  

We’ve owned our cottage for 33 

years.  Our cottage is not 

winterized so we usually close up 

mid October and return in early 

May.  Inevitably, we find our 

harsh winters have pulled down a 

tree or two.  This year we’ve 

decided to reforest the trees that 

have come down over the years.  

There are many native trees to 

our area to choose from for our 

project.  Ultimately, our decision 

on what trees to plant was made 

easy as we decided to replace the 

fallen trees with the same species.  

 The most common tree in Ontario 

is the Maple. There are many 

types of Maple trees but the most 

popular and plentiful is the Sugar 

Maple “Acer saccharam”.  

Endeared, not only for the sap for 

syrup and its beautiful orange/red 

fall leaves, the Sugar Maple is vital 

to the health of the forests of 

eastern North America.  It is a 

keystone species in the Carolinian 

forest.  The leaf on our Canadian 

flag is the leaf of the Sugar Maple.  

Over the years we have learned 

the Maples on our property start 

to show their fall colours first, a 

harbinger of the changing 

seasons.  

 The white Paper Birch “Betula 

papyrifera” is one of the most 

recognizable trees with its 

distinctive white bark and 

beautiful golden fall leaves.  When 

we bought our cottage 33 years 

ago a very large Paper Birch stood 

prominently on our point.  Over 

the years “I’m Not Quite Dead 

Yet” deteriorated to the point 

when we had to cut it down.  We 

have a healthy sapling to plant in 

its place.    

The Canadian Hemlock “Pinaceae” 

is the most common evergreen 

tree in the forests of eastern 

North America.  It’s a slow 

growing tree with a shallow root 

system. The ideal spot to plant a 

Hemlock would be an area well 

sheltered from the wind.  The 

bark of the Canadian Hemlock can 

appear cinnamon-red or reddish 

brown.  Crushing the needles of a 

Hemlock releases a fragrant 

aroma.  

 My mother (95) is an artist.  One 

of her favourite scenes to paint 

are the beautiful swamps and 

wetlands around Muskoka.  

Tamarack “Larix laricina” trees are 

depicted in many of her paintings.  

Tamaracks are very tolerant to 

cold and thrive in bogs or 

wetlands.  Under pink flaky bark 

the trunk can appear reddish.  The 

leaves are short needle-like, light 

blue-green that turn yellow in the 

fall.  We’ve chosen this tree to 

honour our “ain’t nature grand” 

loving Matriarch.     

These are a few of the trees we 

have ready to plant on our 

property.  We have a few more 

stumps to clear and holes to dig.  
(Continued on page 15) 
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Hopefully, each year, when we 

return to the cottage in the spring, 

we’ll see that our new trees have 

survived and grown a little just 

like each of our grandchildren 

who we’ve named each tree after.  

Oh, and, the Tamarack we’ll call 

“Jane”.    

   

Judy O’Malley  

Director 

On behalf of 

The O’Malley Family  

Joseph River, Muskoka  

(Continued from page 14) 

5 skiers—1957 35 hp Evinrude 
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Two Habitat Homes to be Built in Bala  

Everyone needs a safe and 

affordable place to call home.    

According to the District of 

Muskoka, a home priced at less 

than $335,000 is affordable.  In 

the District there are currently 

fewer than 20 homes listed as 

actively for sale, none for less 

than $400,000.  Locals and those 

who live here year-round are 

being priced out of the Muskoka 

housing market.  Rentals are 

equally challenging - online ads 

searching for a home or 

apartment to rent far outnumber 

the listings. Any units that are 

available, even a one-bedroom, 

are at least $1,200 per month, not 

including utilities.  That’s 44% of 

gross monthly income for 

someone making $26,918 per 

year, the median employment 

income in Muskoka.   

 The shortage of affordable rental 

units and affordable homes for 

purchase is a critical issue for 

those who have lived in the 

Muskoka region for years, most of 

whom hold the service jobs we all 

rely on.   

 The Habitat for Humanity vision is 

a world where everyone has a 

safe, decent, and affordable place 

to live.  Today, more than ever, 

the residents of The Township of 

Muskoka Lakes need a suitable 

place to shelter, work, and learn. 

COVID-19 has created many new 

challenges and exacerbated issues 

that existed prior to the 

pandemic, including access to 

affordable housing for Muskoka 

families.    

 This year, Habitat for Humanity 

Ontario Gateway North is gearing 

up to add two (2) affordable 

homes to the supply in Bala.  For 

full project details, check out 

‘Building Futures in Bala’ at 

https://

www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/

upload/editor/images/Builds-in-

Motion/Building-Futuresin-Bala-

2021-2022-Compressed.pdf.   

  

In Canada, homeownership is the 

single greatest means of enabling 

people to build a brighter future 

for themselves and their families. 

Homeownership provides people 

with stability, safety and a 

pathway to improved financial 

status. People can use home 

equity to start a business, finance 

their children’s education, plan for 

a secure retirement, and pass on 

financial security to the next 

generation. Affordable 

homeownership is a tool people 

can use to break out of the cycle 

of poverty.  

 Help us build affordable homes 

for two Muskoka families by 

donating to the Bala Build today:    

https://
www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/
donations/donate .   

We also accept ‘in kind’ 

donations. Thank you for your 

support!  

Sincerely,   

Trisha L. Cowie   

Trisha L. Cowie, Fundraising Chair  

https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/upload/editor/images/Builds-in-Motion/Building-Futures-in-Bala-2021-2022-Compressed.pdf
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/donations/donate
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/donations/donate
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/donations/donate
https://www.habitatgatewaynorth.com/donations/donate


                                                                       Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 2021 Yearbook                                                                   17 

 

                     Township Watch 

Being led by an extraordinary 
staff, the Township of Muskoka 
Lakes was able to navigate 
through restrictions put in place 
by the COVID-19 global pandemic 
and hold electronic meetings.  
Over the past year this entailed 
not only Committee of 
Adjustment, General/Finance 
Committee, Planning Committee 
and Council meetings but also 
advisory committee meetings, 
plus numerous special meetings 
for the Strategic Plan, Official Plan, 
Minett Official Plan Amendment 
and public meetings.  The 
Muskoka Ratepayers congratulate 
both Township and District staff 
for being able to accommodate 
electronic meetings while 
continuing to run the Municipality 
and District. 

Your Township Council has 
worked hard over the past year 
for the betterment of the 
Township of Muskoka Lakes.  
Some of their accomplishments 
are as follows: 

• Voted to install webcasting 
technology in the Port Carling 
Community Centre. 

• Adopted new budget policies 
which established reserve targets, 
set a multi-year budget and 
reconfirmed that the General/
Finance Committee wished to 
review the budget prior to it being 
presented to Council. 

• Provided letters of 
concurrence to Bell Mobility and 
sent copies of the letters to 
Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development Canada for mono-
pine cell towers to be erected on 
Nine Mile Lake, Skeleton Bay on 
Lake Rosseau, the Joseph River, 
Glen Orchard, Camel Lake Road 
and Crystal Beach on Lake 
Muskoka. 

• Started the process to review 
usage of first storey boathouses 
for uses other than boats and 
boat storage. 

• Began an Assets Management 
plan in conjunction with a Fire 
Master Plan, Recreation, Parks, 
Trails and Facilities Master Plan 
and a Transportation Master Plan. 

• Worked diligently on the 
Official Plan Amendment for 
Minett and voted to circulate the 
document for public comment.  
This was done in tandem with the 
District of Muskoka who defeated 
their own resolution to allow for 
private development on 
communal services. 

• Approved Condominium 
Agreements with Mist 
Opportunities Inc. (Touchstone), 
The Villas of Lake Muskoka Inc. 
and Legacy Cottages. 

Passed the 2021 budget in 
February at a levy increase of 
2.43% on the 2020 budget which 
equated to $10.30 per 
$500,000.00 of assessed property 
value. 

Council took part in several ZOOM 
meetings with Strategy Corp to 
establish a number of initiatives 
the Township wishes to complete 
and a series of actions on how to 
complete these initiatives known 

as their Strategic Plan.  The 
process began by deciding on a 
new vision, mission statement, 
and values and strategic goals for 
the Township.  The vision states 
“Where generations live and 
gather in a breathtaking natural 
environment enjoying recreation, 
history and small-town character.  
These will be protected and 
enhanced for future generations 
while encouraging thriving 
communities”.  The mission 
statement says, “The Township of 
Muskoka Lakes Council, residents, 
volunteers and staff will be 
excellent stewards of the 
environment, set clear and 
respectful expectations of each 
other, and work together to 
achieve our shared vision”.  The 
values are respect, excellence, 
leadership, resilience, and 
sustainability.  The strategic goals 
are to preserve and protect the 
natural and cultural environment, 
strengthen and diversify Muskoka 
Lakes’ economy, enhance and 
sustain public services and 
infrastructure and strengthen key 
relationships.  The Township 
established an implementation 
plan on how to carry out and 
complete the goals between 2021 
to 2023. 

Council further began the process 
of reviewing the Township’s 
Official Plan.  A working 
committee was established, and 
policy directions were identified.  
Several planning meetings were 
held to review the policy 
directions suggested by the 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Official Plan Working Committee 
and approved by Council, as well 
as an electronic public input 
meeting.  It was determined that 
directions in the Official Plan 
should protect the environment 
and character of Muskoka.  This is 
being done through including 
standards for Recreational 
Carrying Capacity of lakes, flood 
plains, lot creation, site alteration, 
increased setbacks, site plan 
control on all new and 
redeveloped boathouses, among 
others.  Some question if the 
policies have gone too far.  Will 
these changes remove 
grandfathered property rights, or 
will it cause more applications 
being filed with the Township for 
minor variances? 

The review is a lengthy process 
which at the time of writing this 
report was just beginning.   A 
formal open house to obtain 
public input on the Draft Official 
Plan will be held at a yet to be 
determined date. 

If you have enjoyed this article 
and wish to read more about what 
has occurred at Council and 
Committee meetings, our monthly 
Township Watch reports can be 
found on our website 
www.muskokaratepayers.ca.  On 
our homepage click on NEWS. 

We remain the “Eyes and Ears” of 
all residents of Muskoka Lakes. 

Dee Denyar—Executive Assistant 
Mike Webb - Member 

Please join the Board of the 
Muskoka Ratepayers for our 
Annual General Meeting on Sat-
urday, August 28th at 10 AM.   

This year, due to COVID-19 the 
meeting will be held via ZOOM. 

As a non-profit organization we 
are required to hold an AGM 
and will require a quorum of 25 
members.  Please email us at 
info@muskokaratepayers.ca if 
you are willing and able to 
attend. 

Annual General Meeting 

AGM—Pre and Post COVID 

AGM - 2021 

http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca/
mailto:info@muskokaratepayers.ca
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Membership 

A Muskoka Ratepayer 
membership is the best value a 
property owner in Township of 
Muskoka Lakes can count upon.  
Unlock the full power of 
knowledge with a Muskoka 
Ratepayer membership for a mere 
$75.00 annually, register at 
www.mukskokaratepayers.ca 

As an advocacy group we continue 
to be your “Eyes and Ears" at all 
Township of Muskoka Lakes 
Council and Committee meetings. 
We believe through our presence 
at these meetings that we inspire 
more responsible governance 
from our Councillors.  

A Muskoka Ratepayers 
membership guarantees timely 
reports.  In a most comprehensive 
manner we report on current 
issues being debated and enacted 
by the Township of Muskoka 
Lakes Council.  

A membership will expand your 
perspective and enable you to 
make informed choices when it 
comes to municipal elections and 
participation at public meetings to 
voice concerns; particularly this 
year with the Official Plan review.  

Our Board of Directors 
encourages you to join and enjoy 
our monthly Township Watch 
report. You will find our time 
sensitive "Alerts", our "Keeping 
You Informed" and our "Did You 
Know" helpful information.  All 
delivered to your personal email 
address. 
 
The last year has been a challenge 

to say the least.  However, our 
Board of Directors adapted to the 
global pandemic with amazing 
speed.  All face-to-face meetings 
stopped in March.   ZOOM 
meetings took over all our lives.  

Our Executive Assistant, Dee 
Denyar, went into overdrive and 
without skipping a beat attended 
District and Township meetings 
via ZOOM and reported back to 
the board and members. 

 I encourage all property owners 
in this Township to join our 
Association.  Together we can 
keep those in governance on their 
toes; promote constructive 
changes, help protect the natural 
beauty of our township and 
ensure Township of Muskoka 
Lakes taxpayers that we have our 
Eyes and Ears on the prize - “Your 
Muskoka”! 

Sharon Aiken 
Director 
Membership Chair 

  

Watch for a new Ratepayers’ web 
site this fall.  Our existing site has 
served us well for the last 9 years, 
but we are in the process of 
making major updates to the site 
and hope to roll it out in the 
October timeframe. For now, 
continue to explore our current 
site at—
www.muskokaratepayers.ca 

 

MRA Mission Statement 

The MRA is dedicated to pro-

tecting and promoting the 

interests of all property own-

ers within the Township of 

Muskoka Lakes, and to en-

suring  orderly development 

within the township in such a 

manner as to preserve and 

enhance the environment. 

Web Site 

http://www.mukskokaratepayers.ca/
http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca
http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca
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 How Are Your Ethical and Moral Barometers Doing? 

Who would have thunk that 

pandemic waves would be the 

topic of conversation again this 

summer, dulling our enjoyment of 

the watery waves of Muskoka. 

Didn’t we all think that we would 

wave goodbye to the pandemic, 

and get back to some degree of 

normal this year in the Muskoka 

playground, especially with the 

advent of vaccine jabs giving some 

level of comfort. Dream on. All 

manner of restrictions are still in 

place, and mask wearing and 

social distancing protocols are still 

to be followed, not only for your 

own health, but to protect others, 

some of whom may not have any 

vaccine protection as yet. As well, 

new mutant varieties of COVID 

have been identified and their 

impact is not known. New cases 

are detected daily, and challenges 

to our health system and hospital 

capacity are alarming. 

Therefore, it is time to check on 

your individual ethical and moral 

barometers, and determine how 

your commitment to them will 

stand up against the joy, the need, 

and the desire for unrestricted 

freedom – just like it used to be in 

summertime Muskoka. Some will 

see this as a dilemma – a right 

versus right behaviour choice, but 

is it? Ethics is defined by English 

Juror John Moulton as “obedience 

to the unenforceable”. Simply, it’s 

what you do when no one is 

looking, relying on your ethical 

grounding in decision making. 

Being moral is similar to being 

ethical, but adds a sense of 

adherence to standards of 

acceptable behaviour, and 

sometimes has a legal dimension 

which sets a limit on conduct that 

can be condoned. 

So, the choice is up to the 

individual as to whether protocols 

are observed and followed. Being 

“caught” at making the wrong 

choice in the eyes of the 

community can have significant 

consequences on the individual, 

and self guilt is hard to live with. 

While you are checking your 

commitment to your barometers, 

why not include two concerns 

identified in our recent 

membership survey as in need of 

attention. Excessive boat speed 

and noise are constant irritants to 

quiet enjoyment of summertime 

in Muskoka, and are a danger to 

individual safety and disrespectful 

of local bylaws. And secondly, 

treating the environment 

sensitively and with care will allow 

what is precious in Muskoka to be 

available for visitors and future 

cottagers in the years to come  – 

clean water, natural shoreline 

growth, and clear, star-filled night 

skies with property down lighting. 

 Respecting Muskoka, its 

pandemic protocols and its 

environment, hopefully can be 

seen as a no-brainer, and the 

ethically and morally right thing to 

do. 

Doug Bryden  

Director 

Chair—MRA Ethics Committee 
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Bursary 

When you think of first-year 

university, usually you think of an 

unforgettable time in your life. An 

experience unlike any other filled 

with sensations of stress and 

anxiety, but also enjoyment and 

euphoria. And that is what I 

expected before it began. 

However, the 2020/21 school year 

proved to be a year of university 

unlike any other. Spending the 

year at home in Port Carling, it 

was not what I had anticipated 

but it had its pros and cons. The 

opportunity to meet new people 

was minimized - at least in person 

- and naturally it was a little bit 

more difficult to collaborate on 

certain aspects of learning. 

Nevertheless, I met a good deal of 

new friends and worked with a lot 

of great people, and with the 

technology we have today, the 

experience was much more 

enjoyable than it may have been 

otherwise. 

In spite of the misfortune 

associated with first-year being 

online, I am very thankful for the 

experience I had. Through the 

year I learned a great deal about 

not only academic subjects but 

also about the industry I want to 

pursue and myself as a person. I 

was exposed to more new things 

than I could have possibly 

imagined and as a result I believe 

many doors have been opened for 

me. I am grateful for the Muskoka 

Ratepayers generosity that has 

allowed me to begin this journey. 

Jad Haytaoglu—Master University  
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Top Ten List 

       YOUR TOP TEN BENEFITS FROM A  

MUSKOKA RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

 

1. The MRA attends and reports to you on all Township Council and Committee Meetings 

and District Council Meetings. 

2. Provides members with our electronic monthly newsletter “Township Watch” to keep 

you informed of municipal government actions that can impact you and your family. 

3. Provides timely electronic communiques on major events i.e. road and bridge closures, 

flooding, fire bans, etc.  

4. Reviews and provides written comments to Council on Township Budgets and spending 

to ensure your tax dollars are used judiciously.  

5. Gives written analysis and comments to Council on key issues that could impact you and 

the enjoyment of your property i.e. Strategic Plans, New Official Plan etc. 

6. Maintains a comprehensive website to keep members informed of local activities and 

initiatives. 

7. Holds an Annual General Meeting with guest speakers and produces an annual Yearbook 

with informative up to date articles.  

8. Supports and promotes initiatives to improve the environment and recreational 

enjoyment of members and citizens i.e. promotes the responsible use of bubblers, 

supported and advocated for a Dark Sky  By-law and the preservation of the Torrance 

Barrens. 

9. Strong supporter and advocate of initiatives to maintain and enhance the Muskoka 

Environment and Lifestyle. 

10. Financially support and encourage the youth of Muskoka Lakes with contributions to 

youth sports, educational bursaries and the local food bank.   
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2020 AGM Minutes 

2020 Annual General Meeting 
Minutes 

The 59th Annual General Meeting 
of the Muskoka Ratepayers’ 
Association was held via ZOOM 
due to the COVID-19 global 
pandemic on Saturday, July 18th, 
2020.  The meeting was chaired by 
President Liz Denyar, with Dee 
Denyar Executive Assistant, 
recording. 

Directors Present (7) Liz Denyar 
(President), Jean-Ann Baranik, 
Doug Bryden, Lynda Bryden, Bill 
Gray, Peter Long and David Sculati 

Regrets (2) Sharon Aiken, Jim Boyd 

1. President’s Welcome and 
Opening Comments: 

Liz opened the meeting by 
explaining that the Annual General 
Meeting was being held by ZOOM 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In 
order to hold a meeting it is 
necessary to have 25 members in 
good standing to vote, either 
present or who have submitted a 
proxy.  At the beginning of the 
meeting there were 13 in 
attendance via ZOOM and 20 
proxies held by Past President, 
Peter Long. 

Liz acknowledged that their 
Executive Assistant, Dee Denyar, 
was present via audio only on the 
ZOOM call to record the minutes. 

As President of the association, Liz 
explained that not-for-profit 
associations are mandated to hold 
Annual General Meetings.  The 
Muskoka Ratepayers have always 
enjoyed holding their AGM as it 

gives that board a chance to meet 
and talk to its members.   

Huge changes have occurred over 
recent months, although the 
Board held a workshop in January 
many of the initiatives have been 
shelved due to COVID-19.  The 
Muskoka Ratepayers will continue 
to work on them.  Early on in the 
pandemic the Board continued to 
hold their monthly board meetings 
via teleconference and then more 
recently via ZOOM.  The Township 
held their meetings electronically 
with public comments being 
submitted via email.  Some staff 
continue to work from the 
Township offices but many are 
working from home. 

The Muskoka Ratepayers consider 
our communications very 
important for both year-round and 
seasonal residents.  The Township 
Watch is our monthly publication 
which communicates what has 
occurred at the Township 
meetings.  Time sensitive ALERTS 
such as the mask mandate, 
Economic Snapshots and Keeping 
You Informed are also circulated 
to our membership.  The 
publication that the Board of the 
Muskoka Ratepayers are most 
proud of is our Yearbook.  In 
normal times, the Yearbook is 
professionally produced; however, 
due to COVID-19, the publisher 
was unable to do so this spring.  
As the Muskoka Ratepayers are 
required to circulate our financial 
statements and AGM minutes to 
our membership, Past President 
Peter Long began to formulate 
how this could be accomplished.  

With the help of articles by Dr. 
Yan, MuskokaRegion and MPAC, 
Peter produced an electronic 
version of the Yearbook for 2020.  
This was circulated to the 
membership.  The Muskoka 
Ratepayers are very proud of the 
finished product and offer Peter a 
huge debt of gratitude for all the 
hard work he put into the 
Yearbook. 

Directors Jim Boyd and Bill Gray 
continue to work on the proper 
use of bubblers.  While others 
write letters to the Mayor and 
Councillors.  The Muskoka 
Ratepayers were the first 
organization in the community to 
thank service providers at the 
beginning of the COVID pandemic.  
We are always watching, listening 
and have our finger on the pulse 
of what is occurring in the 
Township of Muskoka Lakes. 

2. Acceptance of Minutes of the 
2019 AGM: 

David Sculati, Secretary-Treasurer, 
moved to approve the Minutes of 
the 2019 Annual General Meeting  
as printed in the electronic 2020 
Yearbook.  Seconded by Don 
Furniss.  Proxy votes by Peter 
Long.  Carried. 

3. Approval of the Financial 
Report: 

David Sculati moved that the 
unaudited financial statements for 
the year ending December 31st, 
2019 by BDO Dunwoody 
Chartered Accounts be approved 
as printed in the electronic 2020 
Yearbook.  Seconded by Mike 

(Continued on page 25) 
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Webb.  Proxy votes by Peter Long.  
Carried. 

4. Appointment of Auditor: 

David Sculati further moved that 
BDO Dunwoody Chartered 
Accountants be re-appointed for 
the year ending December 31st, 
2020 and that the fees be deemed 
appropriate.  Seconded by Doug 
Bryden.  Proxy votes by Peter 
Long.  Carried. 

5. Actions of the Board: 

David Sculati further moved to 
confirm the actions of the Board 
of Directors from January 1st, 2019 
to December 31st, 2019.  Seconded 
by Mike Webb.  Proxy votes by 
Peter Long.  Carried. 

6. Presentation of Bursary: 

The Muskoka Ratepayers offers 
The Madeline Fielding Memorial 
Bursary to all students attending 
high school who reside in the 
Township of Muskoka Lakes.  This 
years recipient is Jad Haytaoglu 
from Bracebridge Muskoka Lakes 
Secondary School.  Jad is spending 
the summer working at Muskoka 
Living prior to attending McMaster 
University in Engineering in the 
fall.   

The Muskoka Ratepayers 
presented Jad with a cheque and 
offered their congratulations. 

7. Thank you to retiring Directors: 

Doug Bryden thanked David 
Sculati for his counsel, insight, 
initiative and energy he offered 
the board.  David wrote the 
publication Economic Snapshots, 
provided excellent input into the 
Muskoka Ratepayers submission 

on the Township Budget and 
helped organize a planning 
workshop for the Board.  The 
Board of the Muskoka Ratepayers 
will miss having David at our table 
and wish he and Marlene all the 
best in their future endeavours. 

8. Introduction of Board 
Members: 

Peter Long introduced new 
members of the Board of 
Directors.   

Gordon Carlton, a long time 
property owner on the Moon 
River.  Gord was an operations 
consultant with customers all over 
North America and as far away as 
Australia.   

Don Furniss, who along with his 
wife have been life long cottagers 
in Muskoka.  Don retired to 
Muskoka from a career with a 
multi national chemical company.  
Don sat as a Ward B Councillor 
and Mayor of the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes for a term each. 

Judy O’Malley and her family have 
had a cottage on the Joe River for 
32 years where they love to be 
when they are not in Mississauga.  
Judy loves to garden and golf.  The 
O’Malley’s first met Liz Denyar 
when Liz taught their three 
children in nursery school. 

Peter Long moved that the 
following be the Board of 
Directors for the coming year ~ 
Sharon Aiken, Jean-Ann Baranik, 
Jim Boyd, Doug Bryden, Lynda 
Bryden, Gord Carlton, Liz Denyar, 
Don Furniss, Bill Gray, Peter Long 
and Judy O’Malley.  Seconded by 
Doug Bryden.  Carried. 

Peter further moved that Liz 
Denyar be appointed President of 
the Muskoka Ratepayers for a one
-year term. Seconded by Jean-Ann 
Baranik.  Carried. 

9. Question & Answer Period: 

There were no questions for board 
members. 

10. Wrap Up: 

Liz welcomed Gord, Don and Judy 
to the Board of Directors.  Liz 
thanked her Board of Directors, 
saying it was a privilege to work 
with them.  Liz further thanked 
their Executive Assistant Dee, her 
“go to” person.  As well as all 
members who have rejoined. 

The names of members who 
attended the meeting and those 
who submitted their proxy are 
attached to the official minutes 
and not printed here in as the 
Muskoka Ratepayers takes our 
members privacy very seriously. 

Liz wished everyone a happy and 
safe Muskoka COVID style 
summer. 

11. Adjournment: 

Moved by Jean-Ann Baranik and 
seconded by Don Furniss “that the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 
be adjourned at 10:30 AM”.  Proxy 
vote by Peter Long.  Carried. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Signed by: 

Dee Denyar - Executive Assistant 

Liz Denyar - President 
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December 31 2019 2020 

Revenues    

Interest 478 771 

Memberships 35,264       31,380  

      35,742         32,151 

Expenses Administration    

Executive assistant  24,665 24,404 

Meetings  1,113 599 

Membership public relations  1,590 1,640 

Office and general  914 808 

Officers and directors insurance  1,911 1,911 

Professional fees  1,437 1,524 

Telephone and internet  218 544 

Bank charges  1,180 1,371 

Web development  638 842 

 33,666        33,643  

Community Programs   

Bursaries and awards             750  

 33,666 34,393 

   
Excess of revenues over expens-
es for the year         2,076  

        
(2,242)  

Unrestricted net assets, begin-
ning of year  

      
60,025        62,101  

Unrestricted net assets, end of 
year 

      
62,101        59,859  

December 31 2019 2020 

Assets    

Current    

  Cash - operating  24,935 21,777 

  Cash - savings  1,482 1,629 

 26,417 23,406 

Long-term investments  36,978 37,750 

 63,395 61,156 

Liabilities and Net Assets    

Current    

  Accounts payable and ac- 1,294 1,297 

Net assets    

  Unrestricted net assets  62,101 59,859 

 63,395 61,156 

Notice to Reader 

On the basis of information provided by management, we have 

compiled the statement of financial position of the  Muskoka 

Ratepayers' Association as at December 31, 2020 and the  state-

ment of operations and changes in net assets for the year then 

ended.  We have not performed an audit or a review engagement 

in respect of these financial statements and, accordingly, we ex-

press no assurance thereon.  Readers are cautioned that these 

statements may not be appropriate for their purposes.  

Financial Reports 

Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 

Statement of Operations and Chang-

es in Net Assets 

BDO Canada L.L.P. 

Chartered Professional Accountants,  

Licensed Public Accountants  

Bracebridge, Ontario  

March 30, 2020  

Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 

Statement of Financial Position 

(Unaudited—see Notice to Reader) (Unaudited—see Notice to Reader) 



                                                                       Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 2021 Yearbook                                                                   27 

 

Membership Application 

You receive: 
• Township Watch: an account of the proceedings of the 

Township Council's monthly meetings  
• MRA Alert: Time sensitive "need to know" releases  
• Keeping You Informed 

Name: __________________________________________  

Mailing Address: __________________________________ Box #: _________  

City/Town: _______________________________________  

Province/State: ___________________________________ Postal Code: _________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________  

Email: __________________________________________  

 

Muskoka Address: _________________________________ Box: #: ___________  

City/Town: _______________________________________  

Province: ________________________________________ Postal Code: _________  

Muskoka Phone: __________________________________  

Waterfront:     □ yes      □ no                 Name of Lake / River ________________  

Method of Payment:  □ Cheque   □ Visa/MC    □ Online—www.muskokaratepayers.ca  

Credit Card: ______________________________________  

Expiry Date: ___________________ Signature: _________________________  

Cheque: Please enclose a cheque in the amount of $75, payable  

Muskoka Ratepayers' Association, PO Box 336, Port Carling, ON POB 1JO  

Or call Dee at 705-765-0022 or email at info@muskokaratepayers.ca  

http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca
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Mayor - Phil Harding 
705-765-3156    705-644-1920 
pharding@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD A 

Donelda Hayes Township Councillor 
705-687-8252 
dhayes@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Ruth Nishikawa District & 
Township Councillor 
705-706-4393 
rnishikawa@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Glenn Zavitz Township Councillor 
519-591-8878     705-765-3156 Box 
302 
gzavitz@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD B 

Allen Edwards District & 
Township Councillor  
705-769-2214 
aedwards@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Susan Mazan Township Councillor  
705-765-3156  Box 301 
smazan@muskokalakes.ca 
 

 
Gordon Roberts Township Councillor  
705-394-4471    705-765-3156 Box 309 
groberts@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD C 

Barb Bridgeman Township Councillor  
705-765-3165 x 304    416-605-3207 
bbridgeman@muskokalakes.ca 

 
Frank Jaglowitz District & 
Township Councillor  
705-706-7252 
fjaglowitz@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Peter Kelley Township Councillor 
705-765-3244 
pkelley@muskokalakes.ca 

Useful Contacts 

Township Office  
705-765-3156 
info@muskokalakes.ca 
 

District Office 

705-645-2231 
District Chair 
John Klinck 

Member of Provincial  
Parliament 
Norman Miller 
705-645-8538 
1-888-267-4826 

Member of Parliament 
Scott Aitchison 
705-789-4640 

Township of Muskoka Lakes Council 

Important Information 
Hospitals    Orillia     Ontario Provincial Police 
Bracebridge   Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial   1-888-310-1122 
South Muskoka Memorial   705-325-2201   Hearing Impaired (TTY only) 
705-645-4404   170 Colborne Street West   1-888-310-1133 
75 Ann Street       Crime Stoppers 
    Parry Sound    1-800-222-TIPS 
Huntsville   West Parry Sound Health Centre  1-800-222-8477) 
Huntsville District Memorial  Massasauga rattlesnake provincial Fire Department 
705-789-2311   anti venom depot    24-hour non-emergency fire  
100 Frank Miller Dr   705-746-9321    inquiries 705-765-3156 
    6 Albert Street   Poison Control Information 
         1-800-268-9017 
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