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In previous years, the Muskoka 

Ratepayers’ Yearbook has been 

produced by Unique Publishing 

Inc, publishers of Unique Musko-

ka. Unfortunately, with the cur-

rent COVID-19 pandemic, this was 

not possible this year.  Instead, 

for 2020, a digital version has 

been produced. 

The cover illustrates the beauty of 

Muskoka, and includes a spectac-

ular sunset over Bass Lake, the 

passing of the steamships Seguin 

and Wenonah II and a winter road 

on Acton Island. 

 

We have had to cancel our normal 

Annual General Meeting at the 

Port Carling Community Centre 

and replace it with an online ver-

sion. We truly hope that things 

return to some form of “normal” 

next year, and in the meantime, 

keep safe and follow the guide-

lines. 
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President’s Message 

Dear Members: 
 
 The past 3 months of hand 
washing, watching the news for 
numbers of cases of COVID-19 
and social isolating, have been 
difficult for everyone. 
 
Now, we are about to begin a 
summer season which will be 
different from any we have ever 
experienced before.  There will 
be restrictions on where we can 
go, what we can do and who we 
can do it with.  I am confident 
we will all do as the experts 
recommend – including wearing 
a mask and keeping 2 metres 
apart. 
 
While all this has been going on 
around us, the Muskoka 
Ratepayers have had to make 
some hard decisions.   
 
As a not for profit organization, 
we are mandated to hold an 
Annual General Meeting.  
Obviously, we are unable to do 
this in our usual fashion.  So, we 
have decided that this year the 
meeting will be held via Zoom 
on July 18, 2020.   
 
You are all invited to attend the 
AGM. Our by-laws say we must 
have at least 25 members in 
attendance.  Our by-laws also 
permit members to give their 
proxy to another. We would 
greatly appreciate it if you are 
unable to attend, that you give 
your proxy to our Board.  To do 
that, just submit your proxy in 

writing to 
info@muskokaratepayers.ca.   
 
For nearly 50 years, the 
Muskoka Ratepayers have had a 
Yearbook, of which we are 
extremely proud.  This year will 
be different.  Our Yearbook, in a 
slightly abbreviated form, will be 
sent to our members 
electronically. Our committee 
reports are included, as well as 
minutes of the AGM 2019. 
 
We had invited Dr. Norman Yan, 
Chair of Friends of the Muskoka 
Watershed to speak at our 
Annual General Meeting.  
Unfortunately, this will not 
happen, but Dr. Yan has 
generously agreed to write an 
article titled AshMuskoka for our 
on-line edition. 
 
In addition, courtesy of 
MuskokarRegion.com,  there is a 
very informative article about 
some dangerous animals and 
insects that can be harmful to 

humans.  These critters are 
around Muskoka – read the 
article and be informed. 
 
For any of you dog or cat lovers, 
there are also some pictures of 
plants that are dangerous to 
your pets.  This is also 
reproduced thanks to 
MuskokaRegion.com. Have a 
look – interesting things to 
know. 
 
Also reproduced for your 
information is our Muskoka 
Etiquette. Common sense stuff – 
good reminders. 
 
Our Past President,  Peter Long, 
has worked very hard putting 
this yearbook together. We owe 
him an enormous debt of 
gratitude and congratulations 
for a job well done. 
 
During  this entire time, we have 
had our Executive Assistant, Dee 
in attendance at all Township 
council and committee meetings 
via webcast. We have then 
reported what transpired to our 
members via our Township 
Watch. One of our goals is to 
keep our members informed. 
 
As well, during this time, the 
Directors of the Muskoka 
Ratepayers have not been idle.  
While it has not been ideal, we 
have had our monthly board 
meetings via conference call and 
Zoom. We continue to go full 
speed ahead! At our monthly 
meetings, we discuss what has 

(Continued on page 4) 
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been going on in the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes. We work hard on 
behalf of our members for the 
betterment of our Muskoka. This 
is certainly better than nothing, 
but not nearly as much fun as 
meeting in person. 
 
Our board is a great team.  We 
work well together.  I am 
privileged to have them by my 

side and thank each and every 
one of them for their help and 
support.  I also thank Dee, our 
Executive  Assistant who is 
everyone's left and right hand. 
 
If any of you have any interest in 
becoming more involved in the 
Muskoka Ratepayers and would 
like more information about us, 
please contact me.  I would be 
delighted to hear from you!! 
 

In the meantime I hope you and 
yours stay safe and well and enjoy 
our lovely Muskoka - COVID-19 
style  - this summer. 
 
Liz Denyar 
President 
liz@muskokaratepayers.ca 
 
 
Obviously, we were unable to 
take a group board picture this 
year. However, this is who we are! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Mayor’s Message 

“It is always a privilege to provide 
greetings on behalf of Township 
of Muskoka Lakes Council. My 
message last year was about an 
unprecedented event, which in-
volved the Township’s first ever 
declared state of emergency relat-
ed to the 2019 Spring Flooding. 
Who knew we would be under a 
Provincial state of Emergency this 
year related to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.  Let’s all hope for a more 
normal 2021 – Please and Thank 
you. 
 
The topic of the day, week, month 
and year is of course Covid-19 and 
like all of you, Council and staff 
are adjusting to this new reality at 
both work and home.  We truly 
understand how disruptive this 
situation has become. Township 
Council and the entire staff team 
are working together to ensure 
that we safely navigate these tur-
bulent times, while protecting 
that which we love - the spirit of 
Muskoka.  
  
Muskoka may mean different 
things to different people, but 
most agree that its natural charm 
and iconic beauty are un-
matched.  Equal to this, is Musko-
ka’s sense of community. We have 
faced difficult challenges in the 
past and have overcome them to-
gether. One only has to look to 
last year’s historic flooding to be 
reminded that when our Muskoka 
community unites, we can easily 

overcome challenging times. 
 
Respectful, engaged, focused and 
optimistic would be the words I 
use to describe this past year. 
Highlights include increased com-
munity engagement and transpar-
ency through the introduction of 
webcasting for all council and 
committee meetings as well as a 
new municipal website. As we 
continue forward (with vision, 
hindsight and foresight), resi-
dents, Council and staff should 
anticipate more of the same. An-
other exciting Council initiative is 
the revisit of the Township’s Stra-
tegic Plan. 
 
Our new CAO, who took the helm 
just about a year ago, has already 
made some sweeping changes to 
streamline departmental opera-
tions. The most interesting of 

which is the combining of the 
planning and building depart-
ments  for greater synergies under 
a new Development Services and 
Environmental Sustainability de-
partment.  This is a great change 
which further acknowledges our 
link to the environment and the 
need for its protection.  We have 
also hired a new Director of Finan-
cial Services who brings a wealth 
of financial acumen and 
knowledge in all things provincial 
government.  We are very excited 
that he will become another cor-
nerstone of our strategic leader-
ship team. During the remainder 
of 2020 and onto 2021 expect 
continuous improvement in all 
areas of the Township. 
 
On a final note, I want to thank all 
the front line workers during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Your service 
to the public has been heroic. We 
look forward to the day when this 
pandemic is behind us. I am heart-
ened as always to be part of a 
community that comes together 
in times of difficulty.  From ran-
dom acts of kindness towards 
neighbours, to the larger financial 
giving initiatives, the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes is showing its spir-
it, and I thank to everyone for do-
ing their part.” 
 
 
Phil Harding 
Mayor 
Township of Muskoka Lakes 
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District Chair’s  Message 

On behalf of Muskoka District 
Council and staff, I am pleased to 
bring greetings to the Muskoka 
Ratepayers’ Association.  In last 
year’s message to you, I reflected 
on the importance of community 
as we worked together to recover 
from the significant impacts we 
experienced from 2019 flooding.  
It would have been hard to imag-
ine at that time that one year lat-
er we have faced and continue to 
face so many new challenges that 
this global pandemic has brought 
to us.  COVID-19 has affected all 
of our lives in ways that none of 
us could have imagined! 
 
Earlier this spring, the Mayors of 
Muskoka and myself shared a 
message to all of our residents 
that still rings true today as we 
continue to work together to 
keep our communities’ healthy 
and safe.   We are all in this to-
gether - both year round and sea-
sonal residents and we are all 
equally valued.   We must take 
pride in our long tradition of com-
ing together to support one an-
other.   
 
As we move into the summer and 
the rest of 2020, we must also 
remain positive and continue to 
be vigilant by following the advice 
and direction of both our Federal 
and Provincial leaders, as well as 
their respective public health ex-
perts. Through our collective 
efforts, our Muskoka communi-
ties have remained relatively safe 
and healthy compared to so many 
others. Together, we are making 
a difference! 

 

We are all so very thankful for our 
frontline healthcare profession-
als, first responders and essential 
goods and services providers that 
are keeping us safe and ensuring 
that our necessities of life contin-
ue to be available in these times 
of uncertainty. They are our he-
roes! 
 
As we turn our focus to safely re-
opening and economic recovery, 
it is essential that District Council 
continue to work closely with the 
Area Municipalities to navigate 
these unprecedented times. One 
way that District Council is work-
ing to support recovery from this 
pandemic is through the endorse-
ment of the creation of 
a Muskoka Economic Recovery 
Task Force. The Task Force will 
work collaboratively to minimize 
the effects of the pandemic on 
businesses across Muskoka and 
respond by undertaking strategic 
actions that enable recovery 

while ensuring strong economic 
outcomes both during and be-
yond the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
District Council has also approved 
a $750,000 loan to partner with 
Muskoka Futures to deliver 
the Muskoka Business Recovery 
Fund Program that will help small 
businesses in Muskoka which 
have been affected by COVID-19 
restrictions and who are not eligi-
ble for other federal or provincial 
funding programs. Loans are 
aimed to help businesses survive 
as well as to stabilize employment 
and provide critical products and 
services throughout Muskoka.  
 
I hope you and your families re-
main safe and healthy and find 
time together this summer to en-
joy the natural beauty that sur-
rounds us and celebrate the won-
derful communities that make up 
Muskoka.  As always, I look for-
ward to hearing about the Associ-
ation’s activities and initiatives in 
the year ahead and please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me with 
your ideas, questions or concerns.  
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

John. W. Klinck 
District Chair 
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ASHMuskoka:  
On our way to realizing healthier Muskoka forests and lakes. 

Save Your Ash! It's a refrain in-
creasingly heard throughout Mus-
koka. We at Friends of the Musko-
ka Watershed are thrilled with the 
response we have had to this vital 
research project aimed at revital-
izing forested areas in Muskoka - 
and, because of the ways in which 
water and minerals migrate in the 
soil, our lakes - by reintroducing 
calcium into the soil, calcium 
which is now the limiting factor in 
much of our forests’ overall 
health, especially amongst our 
maples. 
 
Why is calcium so important?  
 
As many of us learn growing up 
and in school, the element calci-
um (Ca) supports all animals in 
two main ways; it builds their 
skeletons and supports their mus-
cle and nerve function. Ca is the 
basic mineral in vertebrate teeth 
and bones and invertebrate (think 
clams and lobsters) shells and car-
apaces. It is also the crucial trigger 
for contraction in muscles, and it 
initiates impulses in nerves. With-
out an adequate supply of calcium 
over the long-term your teeth, 
vision and brains are damaged, 
and your bones become brittle. 
You suffer from osteoporosis.  
Given all these roles it is no sur-
prise that humans and other ani-
mals need a lot of Ca. 
   
Calcium forms about 6% of our 
body weight, ignoring our water 
content. The Ca needs of aquatic 
animals range from lows of 0.1% 
or less in some non-crusty plank-

ton to 10 to more than 20% in tur-
tles, snails, crayfish, and crusty 
animal plankton such as Daphnia 
(water fleas). Given this range in 
need, it is no surprise that calcium 
decline in lakes first affects calci-
um-rich animals such as crayfish 
and Daphnia.  
 
Plants need calcium, too! 
 
What may not be as well known is 
that Calcium is as important to 
plants as it is to animals. Although 
they don’t need quite as much as 
animals, needs do vary among 
plant species.  For example, sugar 
maple need about 5 times more 
Ca than conifers, and are thus 
more sensitive to Ca decline in the 
soil. In plants, as in animals, Ca 
plays both structural and physio-
logical roles. Calcium forms an 
essential mineral that holds cells 
of plants together in proper align-
ment. Too little Ca and root tips 
and young leaves don’t grow 
properly. Ca also serves as a mes-
senger in plant signaling. With in-
adequate Ca, plants can’t properly 
defend themselves against in-
vaders, as they can’t properly sig-
nal the attack. 
 
What is the calcium decline prob-
lem which the ASHMuskoka pro-
gram is aiming to solve? And 
what caused it? 
 
At roughly 4%, calcium is the 5th 
most common element in the 
earth’s crust, but some regions 
suffer from a calcium decline 
problem, both because crustal 

calcium is unevenly distributed on 
the earth’s surface, and because it 
has been depleted by human ac-
tivities in some regions that didn’t 
have much Ca in the first place. 
Muskoka is one of those regions.  
We didn’t have much Ca in our 
soil historically, because our soil 
was “built” by the weathering of 
granitic rocks – a slow process 
that produces very little Ca - and 
then much of the soil we had was 
pushed south by glaciers only a 
few millennia ago.  Acid rain com-
pounded the problem, leaching 
much of the Ca in the soil away. 
Muskoka soils lost roughly half a 
tonne (2,204 lbs) of Ca per hec-
tare (2.5 acres) to acid rain, leav-
ing so little Ca in the soils that the 
growth (and carbon capture) of 
Muskoka forests is now common-
ly limited by Ca supply. Subse-
quently, Ca input to lakes has also 
been reduced. These factors have 
led to a calcium decline problem 
in Muskoka. Ca is currently lim-
iting the growth of trees, especial-
ly sugar maple, in Muskoka for-
ests, and Ca levels have fallen to 
levels at or below 1.5 mg/L in 
many Muskoka lakes, levels that 
are too low for Ca-rich animals 
such as crayfish and Daphnia to 
survive, let alone thrive. It is this 
Ca decline problem that scientists 
have called “ecological osteoporo-
sis”, by analogy to the syndrome 
in humans caused by long-term 
intake of too little Ca. 
 
Ok, but why won't the calcium 
decline problem fix itself, now 
that the rain is less acidic? 
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The problem won’t fix itself in the 
near term, even though the era of 
acid rain is largely behind us. Our 
soils lost a lot of Ca during the half 
century of acid rain. Today the 
rain is indeed much less acidic, 
but it is not a large Ca source. In 
fact, Ca input from rain and snow 
in Muskoka has actually fallen 
quite a bit as we have cleaned up 
pollution of the atmosphere. We 
need a source of Ca to replace 
that half tonne of Ca that was lost 
to acid rain, especially, com-
pounding the problem, as we wish 
to continue harvesting trees in the 
region, removing their stored Ca 
from watersheds. The needed Ca 
must come either from us, or 
from nature, via long-term weath-
ering of soil minerals. However, 
calcium-rich minerals were in low 
supply in Muskoka to start with, 
and they were the first to go dur-
ing the acid rain era.  What’s left 
will supply Ca very slowly as Mus-
koka rocks weather very slowly 
and produce little Ca when they 
do break down. Further, Ca-levels 
are now so low in our soils it will 
take a long time - possibly 100 
years or more - for these slow nat-
ural processes to rebuild soil Ca 
levels.  If we want to fix the prob-
lem over the next few decades, 
we can’t rely on nature to do it for 
us.  We did this, and we can fix it. 
 
That's very encouraging, but why 
wood ash? 
 
In Muskoka, we generate 100s of 
tonnes of ashes in our wood 
stoves and fireplaces every 
heating season. The ashes left 
over are a waste product, but they 
could be a local solution to the Ca 

decline problem, because they are 
roughly 30% calcium by weight. 
Given that we lost half a tonne of 
Ca per hectare (ha) of soil over the 
last century, roughly 1.7 tonnes of 
wood ash per ha should provide 
all the Ca that was typically lost to 
acid rain, assuming it all becomes 
available where we spread it. (We 
might need more as it likely won’t 
all become available and won’t all 
stay put.) This “waste” ash can be 
re-purposed to solve the Ca de-
cline problem, closing a recycling 
loop, i.e. the Ca in our fire wood 
came from the soil in the first 
place, and we would be returning 
it to the soil in the form of ash, 
hopefully restoring normal growth 
of the forest, and leaving enough 
Ca left over to restore levels in 
ground water. 
 
The intent of the ASHMuskoka 
project is to understand just how 
much calcium - by way of wood 
ash - we need to introduce to the 
soil to make a positive and sus-
tainable difference in the forest. 
The great news is that an initial 
study done by our collaborators at 
Trent University [ Deighton & 
Watmough 2020: Effects of Non‐
Industrial Wood Ash (NIWA) Appli-
cations on Soil Chemistry and Sug-
ar Maple (Acer saccharum, 
Marsh.) Seedling Growth in an 
Acidic Sugar Bush in Central On-
tario ] has shown that there is a 
dramatic increase in soil pH and 
soil, foliar, stem and root Calcium 
associated with a small ash addi-
tion after only 3 months and 
lasting to the one year follow-up. 
The future looks bright! 
 
The ASHMuskoka program looks 
like a viable solution. What are 

the overall goals? 
 
ASHMuskoka is a three-year pro-
ject of the Friends of the Muskoka 
Watershed funded by the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  Its three 
main objectives are: 
 
i) to encourage public engage-

ment in environmental protec-
tion and restoration, in this 
case restoration of Muskoka 
watersheds from ecological 
osteoporosis, 

ii) to eventually launch Canada’s 
first Non-Industrial Wood Ash, 
mainly residential wood ash, 
recycling program designed to 
solve the problem of Ca de-
cline in our watersheds; and 

iii) to learn the amounts of wood 
ash needed to benefit our lo-
cal forests – their soils and 
trees and the waters to which 
these forests drain. 

 
To conduct this work we are work-
ing in partnership with the District 
Municipality of Muskoka, the Min-
istry of Environment Conservation 
and Parks via the Dorset Environ-
mental Science Centre, the Mus-
koka Steamship and Discovery 
Centre, and researchers and their 
students from Laurentian and 
Trent universities and the Univer-
sity of Victoria.  The ash is being 
collected from hundreds of local 
wood burners and will be added in 
two stages.  In the fall of 2019, we 
spread ash on forest soils in three 
Muskoka sugar bushes to learn 
how much ash is needed to re-
store an entire block of forest.  
We are now preparing for our 
larger demonstration at a site we 
have chosen for 2021. 
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The 80 tonne minimum goal 
 
The original plan for the ASHMus-
koka program was based upon a 3 
year time line as agreed to with 
our primary funding body, the On-
tario Trillium Foundation (OTF). 
Although current circumstances 
have made it difficult to collect 
ash over the past 4 months, 
thankfully the OTF has been very 
flexible and supportive, enabling 
us to reformat our plans and en-
suring that our funding can extend 
beyond the original end date if 
necessary. This does mean, how-
ever, that we will need to be in-
creasingly diligent in our efforts to 
make up for lost time in amassing 
the amount of ash we will need to 
meet the requirements of our ex-
perimental design. We can then 
conduct the kind of high quality 
scientific research to which we are 
committed and from which Mus-
koka will most benefit. That goal is 
a minimum of 80 tonnes (80,000 
kg, 176,370 lbs) of wood ash. That 
equates to approximately 1,946 x 
75L full garbage cans (the kind we 
supply to our ash donors) of ash. 
Whoa! 
 
That amount of ash takes up a lot 
of space and we are going to need 
some place to store it prior to fi-
nal processing and spreading at 
the research site. Currently, we 
are looking at acquiring and utiliz-
ing 2 or more "sea cans" - ship-
ping containers - to facilitate this 
storage. 
 
Our larger-scale research site has 
been selected 
 
We have managed to secure a site 
for our larger-scale ash deploy-

ment in 2021. The site itself is ap-
proximately 97 ha (240 acres) in 
total area of which we plan on us-
ing a minimum of 10 ha (25 acres) 
for our test plots. 
 
The process now is to apply for 
and receive a waste management 
system ECA - environmental com-
pliance approval - from the Prov-
ince. This will give us the required 
permissions to collect, store, and 
spread the ash at our test site. 
Wood ash is classified as a non-
hazardous solid waste and is 
therefore subject to Ontario regu-
lations with respect to its collec-
tion and so-called disposal. Cur-
rently we are operating under the 
ECA which the District has in place 
and allows for us to collect and 
store the ash at the Rosewarne 
transfer station in Bracebridge, 
similar to other non-hazardous 
solid waste. 
 
We could not accomplish this 
great work without your help 
 
There is now little doubt that 
Muskoka will derive long-term 
environmental benefits from this 
program. Those benefits will ac-
crue, for the most part, thanks to 
people like you who are saving 
their ash, offering financial sup-
port and volunteering to assist us 
in the program. As we continue to 
say, we are sincerely grateful for 
the multitude of ash donors and 
volunteers who have helped us, 
and are helping us, in a very vital 
program for the continued envi-
ronmental health of Muskoka’s 
forests and lakes. 
 
Thank you! 
 

Friends of the Muskoka Water-
shed 

Contributed by Dr. Norman Yan 
Ph.D, FRSC 

Chair – Friends of Muskoka Wa-
tershed 

And Paul Grinnell 

Dr. Yan is an expert in the un-
derstanding and wise manage-
ment of Canadian Lakes.  
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Living in Ontario, we are for-
tunate that not many of the 
wild animals residing in this 
province will do us serious 
harm. It does happen, of 
course, i.e. the occasional 
black bear attack on campers 
in the woods; a wolf that 
turns on what it deems a hu-
man menace.  

But while these incidents may 
be rare, they do occur, espe-
cially if we don’t take the 
proper precautions before 
heading out into nature. And 
the threats don’t have to 
come from large beasts bear-
ing nasty-looking canines. 
Dangers can come in the form 
of the tiniest of creatures that 

strike when and where we 
least expect them.  

Take a few minutes to peruse 
our guide to some of the wild 
animals and insects that can 
pose the most problems for 
us. From bite wounds to poi-
sonous venom, these crea-
tures are to be avoided if at 
all possible.  

10 most-feared Ontario animals and insects: How dangerous are they? 

The following article appeared on MuskokaRegion.com on June 8, 2020, 

and has been reproduced in part with their permission. We are grateful to 

them. 

 

We have focused on 6 of the 10 “most feared” for the Yearbook 

Taking the boat to meet the train 
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Black Bear 

Scientific Name: Sistruruscatenatus 
 
 Where you’ll find it: There are small 
populations near Windsor and south of 
Hamilton, as well as on the Bruce Penin-
sula and the eastern coast of Georgian 
Bay. 
  
What is the Massasauga Rattlesnake?   
While there are 17 species of snake in 
the province, the Massasauga Rattle-
snake is the only venomous snake in 
Ontario. They are not as large as other 
snakes in Canada but most will grow to 
about 60 centimetres and sometimes as 
large as 100 cm. The Massasauga rattle-
snake is listed as a species at risk both 
provincially and federally, and is facing 
extinction. 
  
How do you recognize it?   
They are primarily gray in colour with 
unique patterns on their scales that can 
also appear black at times. 
   
Why is it dangerous?   
Most snakes are shy and will not gener-
ally attack unless provoked. The Massa-
sauga Rattlesnake is no different. While 
they are not easily seen, hikers might be 
warned to stay away by the reptile’s 
rattling sound. If it does bite, the venom 
is released from its fangs. 
  
What do you do if you are bitten?   
According to the Ontario Poison Centre, 

in the event of a bite from a venomous 

snake, stay calm, call 911 and move as 

little as possible to keep the venom from 

spreading. Wash the area and remove 

anything that might be putting pressure 

on the limb. Do not attempt to suck the 

venom out or place a tourniquet. Call 

the Ontario Poison Centre at 1-800-268-

9017 

Massasauga Rattlesnake Black Widow Spider 

Where you’ll find it: Throughout Ontario 
 
What are the ‘bear facts’?  Black bears have 
a healthy population and can be found just 
about anywhere in Ontario. In the southern 
part of the province, they can be found in 
northern parts of York and Durham Regions 
as well as along Lake Ontario from Port Perry 
to Kingston. They become more plentiful 
heading east through the Ottawa Valley and 
north. Though they may wander into urban 
areas on occasion, they make their home 
primarily in forested areas. It’s here where 
they find most of their food and establish 
their dens. 
 
How dangerous are they? Black bears may 
look large and imposing, but they are not 
looking to cross paths with humans. Accord-
ing to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Re-
sources, the entire world of black bears re-
volves around food, specifically in the wild 
where they feast on a variety of berries 
(summer) and hazel nuts, mountain ash, 
acorns and beech nuts in the fall. They also 
eat some meat and fish but their diet is 
mostly plant-based. A potential danger 
comes when their natural food sources be-
come scarce. Bears will travel long distances 
to find what they need. To keep these ani-
mals from visiting your home, don’t leave 
any food scraps or garbage outdoors. Once 
they find a convenient source, they will re-
turn over and over until it’s taken care of. 
 
What do you do if you encounter a black 
bear? If you do encounter a black bear, the 
MNR recommends backing away slowly 
while keeping the animal in sight. If it 
doesn’t leave, wave your arms or throw 
things at it. If you’re close to a building, go 
inside. Don’t try to outrun it or climb a tree 
to get away. And don’t kneel down or make 
direct eye contact. To report a contact, give 
the MNR a call at 1-866-514-2327.  

Scientific Name: Latrodectus 
 
Where you’ll find it: Throughout southern 
and eastern Ontario 
  
What is the black widow spider?  While its 
existence may not be widely known in this 
province, the black widow spider has found 
a home in southern Ontario. According to 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), 
there are two kinds of these arachnids in 
this country. The western version is most 
common in British Columbia through to 
Manitoba while the northern black widow 
is located in southern and eastern Ontario. 
  
How do you recognize it? The female black 
widow is more easily recognized with its 
eight legs, black body and red mark on its 
abdomen. The male is grey or brown in 
colour, and approximately half the size of 
the female. 
  
Where is it found?  The largest population 
of black widow spiders in Canada is found 
in southern and eastern Ontario. These 
creatures aren’t likely to make an appear-
ance in one’s home as they prefer dark 
places low to the ground. These areas 
might include wood, garbage or rock piles, 
the NCC notes. 
  
Why is it dangerous?  The venom from the 
female spider is considerably stronger than 
that of a rattlesnake though the black wid-
ow releases so little from its bite, if any, 
that it rarely poses much danger to hu-
mans. It would also have to be disturbed 
from its home to even be prompted to bite 
in the first place. 
  
What do you do if you are bitten?  Still, 
should the female black widow chomp 
down — while not life threatening — it can 
cause severe pain at the bite site with pain-
ful muscle cramps within hours. Medical 
attention is always the wisest course of 
action in the event of a black widow spider 
bite, especially for children and older 
adults.  
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Fisher Black Legged Tick Canadian Yellow Jacket 

Scientific Name: Ixodida 
 
Where you’ll find it: Throughout southern and 
eastern Ontario 
 
What should we know about ticks?  According 
to Public Health Ontario, ticks are tiny insects 
with hard, black bodies that can be very difficult 
to see. They attach themselves to the human 
body and feed on our blood. Their size depends 
on how long they have been attached and how 
much blood they have consumed, usually from 
3 to 5mm. Some ticks carry the bacteria that 
causes Lyme disease, a potentially debilitating 
condition if left untreated. 
 
Where can they be found?  The blacklegged 
tick (also known as deer tick) appears to be 
expanding its territory in this province thanks to 
climate change. It can also move to new areas 
by attaching themselves to birds or deer. Ac-
cording to the province’s Lyme Disease Map, 
ticks can be found in wooded areas just about 
anywhere in Ontario. Their range now includes 
Hamilton region, Simcoe-Muskoka, York Region 
and all of eastern Ontario. They are most active 
during the spring and summer, once tempera-
tures climb above 4°C. 
 
How dangerous are they?  The ticks themselves 
are not the danger, Lyme disease is. Most symp-
toms appear 3 to 30 days after being infected 
and can include a bull’s eye rash or other type 
of rash; fever; chills, headache, neck stiffness, 
muscle aches, joint pain, fatigue, even facial 
paralysis. 
 
What’s the best way to avoid a tick bite?   
If you are heading out to a wooded area, 
whether for work, camping or hiking, wear light
-coloured clothing to make the ticks easier to 
see. Wear closed shoes/boots, socks, long pants 
and long-sleeved shirt. Check for ticks on your 
body and clothes at least once a day, and take a 
shower as soon as you can after being outdoors. 
What do you do if you get bitten? If you experi-
ence Lyme disease symptoms, consult your 
health care provide as soon as possible. For 
more information, visit https://www.ontario.ca/
page/lyme-disease.  

Scientific Name: Vespula maculifrons 
 
Where you’ll find it: All throughout North 
America, in both rural and urban areas 
 
What are Canadian yellow jackets?  Yellow 
jacket, is the common name in North America 
for predatory social wasps. 
 
How do you recognize it?  Yellow jackets 
measure 10 to 25 mm (.39 to 1 inch). They are 
easily recognized by the bands of black and 
yellow or white on their stomach, and also by 
their distinctive markings, their occurrence 
only in colonies, and a characteristic, rapid, 
side-to-side flight pattern prior to landing. 
 
Where is it found?  Social wasps are common 
in urban and rural areas throughout North 
America and are the most common stinging 
menace in many Canadian cities. Outdoor 
gatherings are often visited by wasps because 
of their attraction to sweet foods, but also to 
protein food earlier in the season. 
 
Why is it dangerous?  All females are capable 
of stinging. A hollow stinger at the rear of the 
wasp's body injects venom when it penetrates 
skin. Several thousand people are stung by 
these venomous insects in Canada each year, 
and these stings can be quite painful. In some 
rare cases, severe allergic reactions to the 
venom have caused death. Unlike bees, wasps 
can sting more than once. 
 
What do you do if you’re stung?  If a wasp 
lands on you, remain calm and wait for it to fly 
off, or brush it off gently. Otherwise, you run 
the risk of getting a sting because the wasp 
will feel threatened by any sudden movement. 
Stings can be soothed with ice packs or with a 
baking soda paste. A wasp's venom is very 
potent. Some people have allergic reactions 
and need medical attention. If the effects of a 
sting are severe, you should see a doctor right 
away. Effective anti-venom shots can reduce 
the number of severe reactions in vulnerable 
people.  

Scientific Name: Martes pennant 
 
Where you’ll find it: Throughout Ontario 
  
What is a fisher?  Fishers have made 
something of a comeback in recent years in 
this province. A member of the weasel 
family, this potentially nasty creature can 
measure up to 70 centimetres (28 inches) 
long with a tail that can stretch another 17 
inches. They reside in forested areas 
throughout the province, and while they 
may be related to river otters and mink, 
they prefer dry land. 
  
How do you recognize it?  Similar to a  arp 
canine teeth and semi-retractable claws. 
Their fur is thick and either black or brown. 
Their ears are rounded giving them almost 
a cat-like appearance. 
  
How dangerous are they?  Fishers have a 
varied diet that includes berries and fruit 
as well as small animals such as mice and 
squirrels. According to well-known natural-
ist Michael Runtz, fishers are hunters and 
also known to take on larger animals such 
as snowshoe hares and even porcupines. 
“They kill those animals by racing around 
them, avoiding their quill-adorned tail that 
lashes out at attackers,” Runtz wrote. 
“They slash and bite the Porcupine’s face 
until it weakens, then flip it over onto its 
back and eviscerate it by tearing through 
its quill-less belly.” Attacks on humans are 
rare but pets have been known to be in-
jured or even killed by fishers who will 
react aggressively if they are startled. 
  
How likely is it to encounter a fisher?    
Not. Fishers generally stick to the forest 
and restrict their movement to about a 20 
square kilometre range. These nocturnal 
creatures have been known to make their 
way into urban areas at night in search for 
food however.  
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MuskokaRegion.com also pub-

lished 2 articles on their web 

site concerning house and gar-

den plants that are poisonous 

to your pets. 

The full article relating to your 

cats can be found at  

https://

www.muskokaregion.com/

community-story/10013613-

top-5-house-and-garden-plants

-that-are-poisonous-to-your-

cat/ 

 

The full article related to your 

dogs is at 

https://

www.muskokaregion.com/

community-story/10013398-

top-5-and-more-house-and-

garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to

-your-dog/ 

 

Again we thank MuskokaRe-

gion.com for allowing us to ref-

erence these articles 

Top 5 house and garden plants 

that are poisonous to your cat 

Peace Lily 

Cannabis 

Dumb Cane 

Snake Plants 

Azalea 

English   Ivy 

Aloe Plant 

Fiddle Leaf Fig 

Philodendron 

Chrysanthemum 

Top 5 and more house and garden 

plants that are toxic to your dog 

Dangers to Cats and Dogs 

https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013613-top-5-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-poisonous-to-your-cat/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
https://www.muskokaregion.com/community-story/10013398-top-5-and-more-house-and-garden-plants-that-are-toxic-to-your-dog/
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2020 was the year the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation 
(MPAC) was set to update the 
value of every property in Ontario 
and send notices to over five mil-
lion property owners. Then, 
COVID-19 happened.  
 
Soon after, the Ontario govern-
ment postponed MPAC’s 2020 
Property Assessment Update. 
 
For property owners, this means 
your municipality will use the cur-
rent assessed value of your prop-
erty from this year to calculate 
next year’s taxes.  You won’t get 
a notice from MPAC - unless 
there is a change to your proper-
ty. 
If you move, complete a renova-
tion or there is a change to how 
your property is classified this 
year.  You will receive a Property 
Assessment Notice from MPAC 
and the assessed value of your 
property may change.  
 
Review your notice and go to 
mpac.ca to log on to AboutMy-
Property. There you can find the 
details MPAC has on file for your 
property, how it was assessed 
and compare it to others in your 
neighbourhood. You can also file 
a Request for Reconsideration 
and ask MPAC for a review. 

 
If property values seem different 
from what you expected, remem-
ber they are currently based on 
the last province-wide Assess-
ment Update four years ago, 
when MPAC valued your property 
at what it could have reasonably 
sold for on January 1, 2016. 
 
While changes to your property 
may result in a change to its as-
sessed value, the assessment is 
still based on what your property 
could have sold for in 2016. Mar-
ket changes since then, including 
any impact of COVID-19 on prop-
erty values, won’t affect the cur-
rent value of your property for 
2021 taxation purposes.  
 
For more information visit 
mpac.ca or contact MPAC by:  
 
Phone: 1 (866) 296-6722  
TTY : 1  (877)  889-6722.  
 
MPAC’s Muskoka-Parry Sound 
Assessment Office is located at 
1100A Muskoka Road South Unit 
2 in Gravenhurst.  
 
Check mpac.ca before visiting for 
information on hours of opera-
tion during COVID-19. 

Pandemic Delays 2020 Property Assessment Update 

mpac.ca
mpac.ca
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Summer Nurse Practitioner 

Due to the COVID-19 virus, we 
have been informed by Cottage 
Country Family Health Team, that 
they are unable to provide a Sum-
mer Nurse Practitioner this year 
for Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays. 
 
Due to lack of donations, we are 
considering not offering this pro-
gram in the future. 
 
Allen Edwards 

The Muskoka Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce values its partner-
ship with local associations im-
mensely. Our overall goal is 
prosperity for all and without 
connections with associations 
like yours, we would not be able 
to fulfill our vision. We work 
hard to share MRA news and 
support the good work you do.  

For 25 years, Hospice Muskoka 

has been serving the citizens of 

South and West Muskoka. We 

have come to you wherever you 

live, providing education, hospice 

care and bereavement support 

free of charge. On Oct. 1, 2020, 

Andy’s House Hospice will open 

overlooking the beautiful Indian 

River in Port Carling. Visit us at: 

www.hospicemuskoka.com. 

Muskoka Watershed Council is a 
volunteer-based, non-profit or-
ganization that provides a coor-
dinated and science-based voice 
on issues affecting the environ-
mental quality of Muskoka’s wa-
tersheds for almost 20 years. 
Learn how you can get involved 
at: 
 www.muskokawatershed.org 

Community Group Notices 

Andy’s House 

http://www.hospicemuskoka.com.
http://www.muskokawatershed.org/
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With the newly elected Council in 
December 2018 came a new way 
of conducting Township business.  
In March of 2019 Mayor Harding 
suggested changes to standing 
committee structure and the 
monthly meeting schedule. In 
May of 2019 Councillors were ap-
pointed to two Standing Com-
mittees, thus eliminating Com-
mittee of the Whole where all ten 
Councillors had a vote.  These two 
newly formed committees were 
no longer to be comprised of all 
Councillors but with six Council-
lors each.  Councillors not ap-
pointed to a committee were wel-
come to attend the meeting, sit at 
the table but were not allocated a 
vote.   Council and the new Com-
mittees started to meet in July 
2019 over a three-day period. 

Changes were also made to the 
Council agenda where a “consent 
agenda” was put in place.  This 
meant that minutes and action 
items would be voted on in one 
resolution and not independently.  
This allowed for any member of 
Council to request that an item be 
removed to be further discussed 
or debated and be voted on sepa-
rately.  Another change to the 
agenda was the addition of Gen-
eral/Finance Committee and Plan-
ning Committee reports to Coun-
cil.  As well, a “public comment” 
item was added where any mem-
ber of the public would be grant-
ed two minutes to comment on 
any item listed on the agenda. 

It quickly became evident that 
most Councillors intended to 
attend all meetings, even if they 

were not placed on the com-
mittee.  It is always nice to see 
our elected officials take such an 
interest.  As the year progressed, 
it also became evident that this 
meeting structure was not work-
ing for all Councillors.  One could 
see Councillors becoming frustrat-
ed that they did not have a vote 
on all issues, which is what they 
were elected to do. 

The composition of the Com-
mittee structure was raised at the 
December 2019 Council meeting, 
with eight out of ten Councillors 
being vocal that they did not feel 
the new structure was working 
for them.  The item returned to 
Council in January 2020 where 
Councillors again voiced their 
concerns.   A new procedural by-
law was brought forth in February 
to amend the Committee struc-
ture to allow all ten members of 
Council to sit on each committee, 
have a voice on each committee, 
but most importantly to have a 
vote on each Committee which in 
the opinion of the Muskoka Rate-
payers, they were elected to do.  
This was ratified at the March 
Council meeting, but at the time 
of writing this article had not 
gone into effect due to COVID-19.   
Council also voted to return to a 
two-day meeting week with  Gen-
eral/Finance and Council being 
held on Wednesday and Planning 
Committee on Thursday. This for-
mat has taken effect. 

Committee structure not with-
standing, Township of Muskoka 
Lakes Council accomplished many 
items since our last Yearbook: 

• implemented webcasting of 
Council and Standing Com-
mittee meetings. 

• hired a new CAO, Derrick 
Hammond and Fire Chief Ryan 
Murrell. 

• supported the Minett Joint 
Policy Working Committee’s 
request for funds in the 
amount of $135,000.00, which 
was shared 50/50 with the 
District, and accepted their 
recommendations. 

• updated the Township web-
site and streamlined how to 
file a by-law complaint. 

• established an Official Plan 
Review Steering Committee. 

• defeated a second Official 
Plan Amendment applied for 
by Lippa Pit and Quarry. 

• waived development charges 
and reimbursed building per-
mits for Andy’s House/
Hospice Muskoka. 

• approved a telecommunica-
tion tower on Lee Valley Drive 
in Port Carling. 

• started the process to restrict 
sports-courts and recreational 
activity areas on the water-
front. 

• following recommendations 
made by the Minett Joint Poli-
cy Working Committee, 
formed the Minett Working 
Group to work on an Official 
Plan Amendment for Minett 

• started work on a new Strate-
gic Plan. 

(Continued on page 17) 

Township Watch 
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• supported Safe Quiet Lakes‘ 
requests for assistance with 
25 speed limit signs for the 
lakes, which the Township 
agreed to produce in their 
print shop. 

The Muskoka Ratepayers would 
be remiss if we did not comment 
that there were some problematic 
issues over the last year .... thank-
fully resolved with no repercus-
sions.  With a group of ten individ-
uals who were elected to make up 
their own minds and vote individ-
ually, one would expect some  
differences of opinions here and 
there.  The largest concerns are 
firstly, “co-mingling” of infor-
mation not directly related to ap-
plications before Council/
Committee, which causes discus-

sion to veer off topic and become 
unnecessarily lengthy.  This prob-
lem should be controlled by the 
chair of the meeting to “stay on 
topic”.  Secondly, occasionally 
Chairs of meetings are not follow-
ing Robert’s Rules by taking part 
in discussion which is not per-
mitted.  If the Chair wishes to take 
part, which they have the right do, 
they should relinquish the Chair 
position to the Deputy Chair of 
Council or the Committee before 
participating. 

At the time of writing in mid April, 
the Township had not presented 
its 2020 budget, therefore we 
cannot comment on this very im-
portant item. 

The Muskoka Ratepayers congrat-
ulate the members of Council on 
what they have accomplished 
over the past year and look for-

ward to what is ahead. 

If you have enjoyed this article 
and wish to read more about 
what has occurred at Council and 
Committee meetings, our monthly 
Township Watch reports can be 
found on our website 
www.muskokaratepayers.ca.  On 
our homepage, click on NEWS. 

 

We remain the eyes and ears of 
all residents of the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes. 

 

Dee Denyar & Mike Webb 

 

 

(Continued from page 16) 

http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca/
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Flooding in Muskoka 
Practical considerations and micro economic impacts. 

Every year 60 to 70 new cottages 
are built in the Township of Musko-
ka Lakes as well as more than 70 
new boathouses.  Each year be-
tween 200 and 300 waterfront 
properties change hands.  Too 
often during these events, we don’t 
consider the potential for flooding 
which can cause big problems and 
expense when it occurs.  Flooding 
should be a part of the thought 
process associated with all of these 
transactions, just ask your insur-
ance agent.  Many of the docks and 
boathouses flooded last year are 
still not back in service. 
 
As snow melts and rain comes 
down, Muskoka is prone to flood-
ing each spring.  In order to avoid 
expensive repairs, it is important to 
assure that our properties are 
ready. 
 
From first-hand experience and 
from flood mapping, we can deter-
mine if a property might be affect-
ed.  Basic flood mapping is availa-
ble for virtually all of Muskoka and 
can be found at: https://
www.muskoka.on.ca/en/live-and-
play/flood-plain-mapping.aspx 
 
Just as important, we should also 
be aware that even if we can’t see 
it, the water table beneath our 
properties can rise at the same rate 
and to the same level as the beau-
tiful lake or river in front of our 
properties.  This means that any 
floor, including a basement floor, 
must be located above the water 
table to avoid having water make 
its way into our properties. 
 

Potential flooding should also be 
considered when planning to build 
a dock or boathouse.  Docks come 
in many forms – floating, pole, crib, 
steel, etc.  Docks that are removed 
or can float are the least prone to 
flood damage.  Crib and steel docks 
often end up underwater during 
flooding.  Usually these fixed docks 
are thought to be safe from flood 
damage.  However, they can be 
badly damaged as boards and 
frames are lifted by rising water, 
particularly if they are lifted by the 
ice that surrounds them. 
 
Ice is another danger to fixed docks 
and boathouses which can be dam-
aged by the movement of ice which 
is often exacerbated by flooding.  
Once fixed docks and boathouses 
are built, owners often try to pro-
tect them from damage by the use 
of bubblers meant to keep the area 
around the dock free of ice.  Alt-
hough a bubbler can protect the 
dock, its use may lead to other 
problems.  In some areas, there are 
now so many bubblers being used 
that they produce ice free shore-
lines leaving large ice sheets 
floating free no longer attached to 
the shore.  These “icebergs” can be 
blown around in high winds.  Be-
cause they are large and heavy, 
when the wind blows them to 
shore, they strike with great force.  
If a dock or boathouse is in their 
way, the ice often wins and expen-
sive damage to the dock or boat-
house is the result.   
 
To prevent this, users can buy sys-
tems designed to limit the amount 
of open water produced by the 

bubbler.  They can also delay turn-
ing on the bubbler until late win-
ter/early spring.  In almost all cas-
es, a bubbler will open water in 
less than a day of operation.  They 
do not need to be run all winter to 
be effective.  Once an area has 
been opened around the dock, the 
bubbler should be turned off to 
avoid opening more water than is 
necessary. 
 
Because boathouses can be flood-
ed, materials like gas and oil con-
tainers should not be stored there 
over the winter.  Owners (and po-
tential buyers) should also be 
aware that if the boathouse can 
flood, anything in the boathouse 
(like refrigerators, stoves, audio 
visual equipment, pool tables), can 
be destroyed.   
 
Finally, a word about leaving 
“floatables” in the flood plain.  Ca-
noes, rafts, docks, toys, etc. can 
float away at flood time.  Such 
items should be safely stored out 
of harm’s way. 
 
In summary, property owners, 
sellers, buyers, real estate agents, 
designers, architects, developers, 
as well as municipal planning/
building departments, insurance 
brokers and real estate attorneys 

should make themselves (and 
each other) aware of and discuss 
how flooding might affect subject 
properties.  Awareness can help 
us mitigate expensive flood dam-
age. 
 
David Sculati—Director 

https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/live-and-play/flood-plain-mapping.aspx
https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/live-and-play/flood-plain-mapping.aspx
https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/live-and-play/flood-plain-mapping.aspx
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Environmental Report 

The question of the regulation of 
“bubblers” on the lakes has yet to 
be addressed by the 
authorities responsible for their 
governance. The Muskoka Rate-
payers has been 
working with the Muskoka Lakes 
Association and suggested a set of 
protocols suggesting a set of best 
practices that we hope will give 
some guidance.  Please see the 
following page for that infor-
mation.   
 
We would like to suggest that you 
support the Muskoka Watershed 
Council and the work of Safe Qui-
et Lakes. The depth of their ex-
pertise and research is a great 
resource for the whole communi-
ty and their work invaluable in 
trying to protect and preserve our 
lakes and wetlands. 
 
District Chair, John Klinck, ad-
dressed us at our 2019 Annual 
General Meeting on the various 
issues that face our Waste Man-
agement in the District of Musko-
ka. No doubt the implementation 
of changes – many mandated by 
the provincial government - will 
prove contentious. Please refer to 
the websites of both the District 
and the Township to find out 
what the local impact will be. 
 
We anticipate that we will be ex-
amining the ongoing issue of 
blasting and the continuing filling 
of wetlands in the upcoming year. 
 
Jim Boyd and Bill Gray 
Environment Committee 

MRA Mission Statement 

The MRA is dedicated to pro-

tecting and promoting the 

interests of all property own-

ers within the Township of 

Muskoka Lakes, and to en-

suring  orderly development 

within the township in such a 

manner as to preserve and 

enhance the environment. 

Please join the Board of the 
Muskoka Ratepayers for our 
Annual General Meeting on Sat-
urday,  

July 18th at 10 AM.  This year, 
due to COVID-19 the meeting 
will be held via ZOOM. 

As a non-profit organization we 
are required to hold an AGM 
and will require a quorum of 25 
members.  Please email us at 
info@muskokaratepayers.ca if 
you are willing and able to 
attend. 

Annual General Meeting 

mailto:info@muskokaratepayers.ca
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What’s ahead for the Muskoka 
Ratepayers in this Brave New 
World we’ve just moved into? 

When sitting down to draft this 
membership article for 2020 
Yearbook I thought to myself 
what can we message that has 
any practical relevance today?  
And then it occurred to me 

I will use Covid-19 as an analogy 
…. describe the work we do here 
in the Township of Muskoka 
Lakes. 

Think of us as your “front liners” 
our attendance at all the Council 
and Committee meetings pro-
vides our members with the im-
portant news of the day.  Deliv-
ered to our members in a timely 
and reliable manner via Our 
Township Watch newsletter.  

As an advocacy group it is our ob-
jective to ensure that Township 
of Muskoka Lakes Ratepayers re-
ceive responsible governance 
from those that were elected to 
represent us in the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes. 

At the time of ground zero in Wu-
han your Muskoka Ratepayers 
Directors were sitting down to-
gether and working on a new 

mandate to implement for this 
new decade. 

Muskoka Ratepayers Board of 
Directors reviewed our former 
mandate and put together an up-
dated policy to include a revised 
standard of excellence. 

Our first policy initiative is that 
any member on our Board of Di-
rectors recuse themselves from 
meetings or discussions which 
directly relate to any conflict they 
may have.  Secondly, any Director 
on this Board must take a leave of 
absence before they file for politi-
cal candidacy.  

Enveloped in our new mandate, 
we encourage initiatives to devel-
op a welcoming community for 
families, businesses and visitors. 
We continue to encourage our 
municipal government to imple-
ment plans and budget initiatives 
which focus on efficiency, produc-
tivity and development while ini-
tiating short and long term strate-
gies that are in the best interest 
of our community.  

As “front liners” we hold an All 
Candidates Meeting at election 
time, but do not endorse candi-
dates or make recommendations. 

We compile and distribute the 
responses to a list of predeter-
mined questions from each candi-
date and the voting public make 
their own choices. We are not 
political activists. 

For several years we've been 
aligning ourselves with other 
community minded associations 
and coming together with a 
stronger presence on issues that 
matter to you.  

As front liners we ... “query”. 

It takes a specialized, caring per-
son to stand on the front line.  

Please continue to support all 
Ratepayers in the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes by joining our as-
sociation. 
(www.muskokaratepayers.ca) 

 

In closing, we would like to pay 
tribute to all Health Care Provid-
ers around the globe. Please take 
pause, reflect for a moment and 
give thanks as some of them gave 
their lives to keep the rest of us 
safe. 

Sharon Aiken 

Membership Chair 

Membership Report 
What’s Ahead for the Muskoka Ratepayers? 

http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca/
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The COVID-19 coronavirus pan-
demic has caught much of the 
world off guard and unprepared 
to deal with its breakneck speed 
and severity. It has wreaked havoc 
and dismay on humanity and 
economies the world over, and 
attempts to contain its spread 
without a vaccine to counter it 
have allowed fear and foreboding 
to play a big role in our collective 
lives. The mounting positive case 
diagnoses and the mortalities, es-
pecially in our Long term Senior’s 
homes, casts a pall over each and 
every one of us. 

The reaction to the pandemic has 
brought out the best in humanity 
and its caring, but it has also 
shown the worst in many – the 
hoarding, the cheating, the price 
gouging, the social gathering, and 
the failure to follow the mandated 
protocols – physical distancing, 
personal handwashing, and stay-
ing isolated in your home unless in 
need of going out for essentials, 
like food and prescriptions. For 
those whose moral barometers 
have gone missing, hefty fines are 
being levied by the police as a 
wake-up call to change behaviour 
– and fast.  

And when this truly horrifying 
pandemic subsides, how will each 
of these outliers want to be re-
membered? Will it be as one of 
those who selfishly and knowingly 
disregarded warnings and took 
unnecessary risks to not only 
themselves, but to the health of 
others, many of whom may now 
be suffering or hospitalized? Or 

will it be as one of the better an-
gels in society, ethical, empathetic 
and offering help by respecting 
the protocols designed to keep 
everyone safe?  

Living with a guilty conscience be-
cause of ethical lapses and poor 
judgement is a never fading 
memory, made all the worse if 
known by others, for ‘making a 
first impression can only be made 
once’.  

Muskoka, our beloved cottage 
country, is feeling the fear of the 
reach of the pandemic. The hospi-
tal is not in a position to handle 
positive case diagnoses of COVID-
19 over and above that needed by 
the permanent local community, 
nor are the food stores able to 
service seasonal cottage goers’ off 
season residency. According to 
the medical and scientific commu-
nity, the spread of the disease can 
be carried by those who do not 
feel sick or who are not showing 
any of the symptoms. Accidents 
on the road could occur, bringing 
out the police and paramedics and 
potentially exposing them to the 
virus. So going to the cottage for 
“chill out” isolation needs a re-
think, for being on the road is not 
in keeping with the protocol man-

date of staying home and staying 
in. 

Muskoka throughout the year 
suffers from far too many lapses 
in ethical judgement and disre-
spect for local bylaws and sensitiv-
ities. Shoreline tree cutting, waste 
thrown at roadside, boat speeding 
over acceptable limits, misuse of 
lighted dock bubblers in winter-
time that are a danger for ski-do 
traffic, and short term rental par-
tying are a constant challenge in 
the community. 

It is time, especially now, for us all 
to take a hard look at our own 
ethical practices, and check on our 
individual moral barometers. And 
remember, our reputations are 
earned over time and are pre-
cious, but once squandered, are 
hard to regain. 

Doug Bryden 

Chair of Ethics Committee    

Ethics and the Pandemic 
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The Muskoka Ratepayers are very 
proud of our bursary program.   
These bursaries are offered to  
graduating students from Brace-
bridge Muskoka Lakes Secondary 
School, Gravenhurst High School 
and Saint Dominic Catholic Sec-
ondary School who are continuing 
their education at college or uni-
versity.  To be eligible for the 
$750.00 bursary an applicant 
must reside in the Township of 
Muskoka Lakes and submit com-
pleted paperwork by Canada Post 
or email by May 15 each year.  
The application must include 
proof of residency in the Town-
ship and provide a letter from the 
registrar of the college or univer-
sity confirming enrolment.   Once 
the deadline for submissions has 
passed, the names of eligible ap-

plicants are returned to the 
school’s guidance department 
where a winner is selected.  The 

Muskoka Ratepayers asks the 
three award winners, or a repre-
sentative, be present at our An-
nual General Meeting the third 
Saturday in July to accept the bur-
sary award. 

As I am sure you would agree, 
none of these requirements for 
our bursaries are onerous or time 
consuming.  It is the Muskoka 
Ratepayers goal to make the pro-
cess as simple as possible and 
help the youth in the community 
through this program.  As such, 
we were extremely surprised and 
disappointed to not receive any 
eligible applications for our 2019 
bursaries.   

 

Liz Denyar—President  

Muskoka Ratepayers’ Bursary in Memory of Madeline Fielding 

Madeline Fielding  

Long time Board Member 
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The 58th Annual General Meeting of 
the Muskoka Ratepayers' Associa-
tion was held on Saturday, July 20th, 
2019 at the Port Carling Community 
Centre.  The meeting was chaired by 
President Liz Denyar with Dee Den-
yar, Executive Assistant, recording. 
 
Directors Present (10) Liz Denyar 
(President), Sharon Aiken, Jean-Ann 
Baranik, Jim Boyd, Doug Bryden, 
Lynda Bryden, Bill Gray, Peter Long, 
David Sculati and Mike Webb. 
 
Liz called the meeting to order at 10 
AM and introduced herself welcom-
ing everybody to the 2019 Muskoka 
Ratepayers AGM.  Liz then intro-
duced Mike Webb as Secretary-
Treasurer and Dee Denyar as the 
recording secretary.  Those with dis-
plays were then given two minutes 
to speak about their organizations. 
 
1. Presentations of Display Groups: 
 
Colleen Kennedy from Safe Quiet 
Lakes explained that they were an 
organization who were dedicated to 
foster respect on the lakes to be saf-
er and quieter.  Survey results indi-
cate that when lakes are safer and 
quieter, people enjoy their lakes 
more.  To foster respect on the 
lakes, Safe Quiet Lakes works with 
the OPP and have established a 
“Boaters Code” where respectful 
boating should be the norm. 
 
Curt Muntz, the founder of Bubbler 
Buddy a custom bubbler contain-
ment system told those in attend-
ance that he has a product that con-
tains bubblers and restricts issues 
that are being caused by using bub-
blers. 
 
The Muskoka Watershed Council 
was represented by Patricia Arney 

who spoke about their new report 
card on health of the Muskoka Wa-
tershed.  Ms. Arney encouraged 
those in attendance to look at the 
report card on their website as it has 
the ability to speak to specific areas. 
 
Norah Fountain, General Manager of 
the Muskoka Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce, thanked the Muskoka 
Ratepayers for being invited to 
speak.  Ms. Fountain explained that 
the Chamber provides “connections, 
support and prosperity” to the com-
munity, they are the voice of the 
business community, and among 
other things, can raise issues/
concerns with both the Provincial 
and Federal Government.  The 
Chamber “cheer-leads” local busi-
nesses to make connections and this 
past spring the MLCC, with the Grav-
enhurst Chamber of Commerce were 
very proud to host the Ontario 
Chamber of Commerce Convention 
meeting in Minett.  
 
Allen Edwards provided an update 
on the Health Hub explaining that a 
summer nurse practitioner had been 
hired and although the nursing sta-
tion was not a walk-in clinic people 
will usually be seen the same day 
they call.  The summer nurse practi-
tioner is not funded by the Ministry 
of Health but by donations from the 
community.  As of July 20th, 2019, 48 
individuals had used the services of 
the nurse practitioner so far that 
summer. 
 
Chair of Hospice Muskoka, Mary 
Grady explained that Andy's House, 
located off West Street in Port Car-
ling, was planning on opening three 
of its ten beds in December 2019.  
Andy's House will also provide grief 
and bereavement services.  Hospice 
Muskoka will maintain its current 

site in Bracebridge and will also be 
looking for a site in Gravenhurst.    
Although not funded by the Ministry 
of Health, the Board of Directors of 
Hospice Muskoka felt it was im-
portant to open Andy's House, which 
will be available to all permanent 
and seasonal residents. 
 
Kristin Thomson explained that the 
West Muskoka Food Bank, is located 
across from the Glen Orchard Public 
School.  There is a lot of community 
support for the Food Bank, with 
Field of Greens donating their left-
over baking and Freshmart offering a 
discount on milk and cheese.  Alt-
hough the Food Bank sees approxi-
mately 25 families weekly they are 
aware that the need is greater dur-
ing the winter due to seasonal em-
ployment and individuals struggling 
with health issues.  The Food Bank is 
also aware that there are individuals 
who would benefit from using the 
food bank but do not.  Ms. Thomson 
asked that if anyone was aware of 
someone struggling to please bring it 
to the Food Bank's attention and 
they will quietly try to help out. 
 
Susan Daglish explained that the 
Muskoka Museum collects, pre-
serves, researches and displays ob-
jects for the public.  The museum, 
which opened in 1964, is the 
“keeper of the town's history” and 
changes their exhibits each year.   
The museum hosts special events 
including a guest speaker on Canadi-
an Prime Ministers.   
 
Allyn Abott explained that the Mus-
koka Conservancy works to preserve 
land in its natural state.  The Musko-
ka Conservancy, who encourage 
good stewardship of lands, protects 
2,600 acres of land with 49,000 feet 

(Continued on page 26) 

2019 Annual General Meeting Minutes 
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of lake frontage.  Some of these 
lands are owned by the Muskoka 
Conservancy, while others are con-
servation easements.  They also offer 
programs such as nature quests, and 
“Little Sprouts Eco-Club” for chil-
dren. 
 
Mayor Harding spoke about how 
great a team the new Council was 
and how they were truly a team and 
working together.   He explained 
that the Council and Committee 
meetings were now being webcast, 
how the committee structure had 
changed with Council being held on 
Wednesday, General/Finance Com-
mittee on Thursday and Planning on 
Friday.  According to Mayor Harding 
this allows for a  
“30-day pause” between when Com-
mittee approves something and it is 
ratified at Council, making sure that 
Council “gets things right”.  Mayor 
Harding outlined the new advisory 
committees, which matched with the 
new committee structure changes 
how the Township does business.  
The Township has hired a new Direc-
tor of Public Works, Ken Becking, 
new Fire Chief, Ryan Murrell and a 
new CAO Derrick Hammond.  Lastly, 
that the Council will be working on a 
new Strategic Plan in the fall.  Mayor 
Harding acknowledged the attend-
ance of Councillors Barb Bridgeman, 
Allen Edwards, Frank Jaglowitz, Peter 
Kelley, Gord Roberts and Glenn 
Zavitz. 
 
Liz introduced the Township's new 
Chief Administrative Officer, Derrick 
Hammond.  Mr. Hammond said that 
he came to the Township with 30 
years of public service, with 24 of 
them being in Muskoka including 
Lake of Bays, Huntsville and the Dis-
trict offices.  Mr. Hammond had 
been with the Township for eight 
weeks and was proud to lead such a 

dedicated and professional staff 
team. 
 
Liz then introduced the Township's 
new Fire Chief Ryan Murrell.  Chief 
Murrell said that the Township has a 
great fire department with appa-
ratus that is in great shape, which 
was well led by the previous Fire 
Chief.  Chief Murrell stated the fire 
department will maintain the efforts 
in front of them and continue to pro-
vide excellent service with 10 fire 
stations, 43 apparatus and 4 fire 
boats.  Chief Murrell emphasized 
that smoke alarms truly save lives 
and that the Fire Department does 
provide them and will set them up 
for residents.  Chief Murrell ended 
his presentation stating that his door 
is always open. 
 
2. President's Report: 
 
Liz opened her remarks by explaining 
the red voting cards, asked for a 
show of cards and declared that a 
quorum was present.  Liz recognized 
that Lawton Osler, President of the 
Muskoka Lakes Association was in 
attendance and explained that as a 
not-for-profit organization the Mus-
koka Ratepayers are mandated to 
hold an AGM.  The Ratepayers pride 
themselves on their communications 
as it is of the highest priority.  Dee 
attends all Council and Committee 
meetings so the Ratepayers can re-
port via Township Watch to the 
membership.  The Ratepayers also 
circulate ALERTS, Economic Snap-
shots, and Keeping You Informed to 
the membership.  Our Yearbook is 
sent out via snail mail and is also 
available around the Township.  Dur-
ing election years, the Ratepayers 
hold an All Candidates Meeting.  The 
Ratepayers also offer the Madeline 
Fielding Memorial Bursary to gradu-
ating students who reside in the 
Township and attend one of the 
three local high schools.  Unfortu-

nately, this year only one application 
was received, and the person was 
not eligible as they reside outside 
the Township.  Liz explained that the 
Ratepayers could not do what we do 
without our members and thanked 
them for their ongoing support.  
Lastly, Liz stated that if anyone 
wished to volunteer for a committee 
or the board of directors to please 
speak to a board member at the end 
of the meeting. 
 
3. Acceptance of Minutes of the 
2018 AGM:  
 
Mike Webb moved to approve the 
minutes of the 2018 Annual General 
Meeting as printed in the 2019 Year-
book.  Seconded by Sharon Aiken.  
Motion carried. 
 
4. Approval of the Financial Report: 
 
Mike Webb moved that the unaudit-
ed financial statements for the year 
ending December 31st, 2018 by DBO 
Chartered Accountants be approved 
as printed in the 2019 Yearbook.  
Seconded by Don Furniss.  Motion 
carried. 
 
5. Appointment of Auditor: 
 
Mike Webb further moved that BDO 
Chartered Accountants be re-
appointed for the year ending De-
cember 31st, 2019 and that the fees 
be deemed appropriate.  Seconded 
by Mary Grady.  Motion carried. 
 
6. Actions of the Board: 
 
Mike Webb further moved to con-
firm that actions of the Board of Di-
rectors from January 1st, 2019 to De-
cember 31st, 2018.  Seconded by Pe-
ter Long.  Motion carried. 
 
7. Recognition of Retiring Directors: 
 

(Continued from page 25) 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Liz thanked Dianne Davidson, a year-
round resident who is a mother of 
three and grandmother of four for 
her seven years of service to the 
Muskoka Ratepayers during which 
time she was membership chair. 
 
Liz then thanked Mike Webb, a year-
round resident of Bala, father of one 
and grandfather of two for his years 
of service.  Mike is a detail person, a 
thinker who loves to use the phone. 
 
 
8. Report of Nominating Chair: 
 
Peter Long explained that the Board 
of Directors are elected for one year 
terms and introduced the board: Sha-
ron Aiken Membership Chair, Jean-
Ann Baranik a former Councillor and 
Communications Chair, Jim Boyd 
bubblers and the Environment Com-
mittee, Doug Bryden Past President 
and Ethics Chair, Lynda Bryden keeps 
us honest, Liz Denyar President, Bill 
Gray Environment Committee, myself 
and David Sculati who produces the 
Economic Snapshot reports. 
 
Peter Long moved that the above be 
the Board of Directors for the coming 
year.  Seconded by Mary Grady.  Mo-
tion carried. 
 
Peter further moved that Liz Denyar 
be appointed President of the Mus-
koka Ratepayers for a one-year term.  
Seconded by Sharon Aiken.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Liz expressed her appreciation of the 
members of the board and the exec-
utive assistant. 
 
9. Guest Speaker ~ District Chair 
John Klinck ~ How serious is our gar-
bage crisis? 
 

Doug Bryden both introduced Chair 
Klinck and thanked him following his 
presentation. 
 
Chair Klinck thanked Liz for allowing 
him to speak at the AGM and for in-
put into the Yearbook.  Chair Klinck 
explained that solid waste is a com-
plex business.  Although the District 
should be proud of the state-of-the-
art Rosewarne Landfill Site in Brace-
bridge, Chair Klinck called for a re-
view of the District solid waste strat-
egies.  The District's vision is that 
everyone will work together to re-
duce waste that is generated by re-
using and recycling what we can.  
This practice is in the best interest of 
our landfill as it will cost $20 million 
to build a new landfill site.  The way 
citizens currently dispose of garbage 
is not sustainable.  Muskoka should 
be a leader and environmental stew-
ards with the priorities of diverting 
waste, reuse and recycle.  The Dis-
trict of Muskoka currently has a recy-
cling rate of just below 30%  and is 
hoping to increase that to 40%.  
Changes may be coming in the use of 
the blue box program, green bin pro-
gram, number of bags allocated to 
each household and unstaffed bin 
sites around Muskoka.  The largest 
“elephant in the room” is that the 
equivalent of the size of 60 elephants 
of waste that goes to the landfill 
when much of it could be recycled. 
 
10. Guest Speaker ~ Sandy Bos 
Township Building Inspector  
 
Bill Gray both introduced Sandy Bos 
and thanked him following his 
presentation. 
 
Sandy Bos, Township Building Inspec-
tor, spoke about the evolution of 
septic systems.  He said it was im-
portant that property owners, land-
scapers and contractors meet prior 
to a development to assess where a 

septic system should be located.  
Landscaping can be done to hide the 
location of the septic system but it is 
important that this is done appropri-
ately.  Trees and shrubs can be 
placed around septic systems but not 
on them.  Whereas wild strawberries, 
wild ginger, low maintenance plants 
with shallow root structures can be 
planted on septic systems. 
 
11. Question & Answer Period: 
 
Peter Long moderated the question/
answer period where general ques-
tions regarding  the spring flood and 
damage that was sustained, recycling 
and septic systems and how 
“Airbnb's” are impacting waste pro-
grams. 
 
12. Wrap Up: 
 
Liz thanked everyone for attending 
the AGM and for their ongoing sup-
port.  A special thank you to Don 
Smith of Unique Muskoka for pro-
ducing the Muskoka Ratepayers 
Yearbook.  As well as Muskoka 
Steamships, Greg Knight of Clear 
Lake Brewery, Muskoka Lakes Farm 
and Winery, Fusion Restaurant and 
Sunset Cruises for their door prizes. 
 
Mayor Harding and Chair Klinck drew 
the door prizes. 
 
13. Adjournment: 
 
Liz called for a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  David Sculati moved the 
Annual General Meeting of the Mus-
koka Ratepayers be adjourned.  Se-
conded by Sally McCulloch.  Meeting 
adjourned at 12:03 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  
Dee Denyar, Executive Assistant 
 
Signed by: Liz Denyar, President 

(Continued from page 26) 
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December 31 2019 2018 

Revenues    

Interest 478 416 

Memberships 35,264        36,224  

      35,742        36,640  

Expenses Administration    

Executive assistant  24,665 22,198 

Meetings  1,113 1,292 

Membership public relations  1,590 2,699 

Office and general  914 776 

Officers and directors insurance  1,911 1,875 

Professional fees  1,437 1,437 

Telephone and internet  218 678 

Bank charges  1,180 1,229 

Web development  638 842 

 33,666        33,026  

Community Programs   

Bursaries and awards             750  

 33,666 33,776 

   
Excess of revenues over expens-
es for the year         2,076          2,864  

Unrestricted net assets, begin-
ning of year  

      
60,025        57,161  

Unrestricted net assets, end of 
year 

      
62,101        60,025  

December 31 2019 2018 

Assets    

Current    

  Cash - operating  24,935 24,462 

  Cash - savings  1,482 358 

 26,417 24,820 

Long-term investments  36,978 36,501 

 63,395 61,321 

Liabilities and Net Assets    

Current    
  Accounts payable and ac-
crued liabilities  1,294 1,296 

Net assets    

  Unrestricted net assets  62,101 60,025 

 63,395 61,321 

Notice to Reader 

On the basis of information provided by management, we have 

compiled the statement of financial position of the  Muskoka 

Ratepayers' Association as at December 31, 2019 and the  state-

ment of operations and changes in net assets for the year then 

ended.  We have not performed an audit or a review engage-

ment in respect of these financial statements and, accordingly, 

we express no assurance thereon.  Readers are cautioned that 

these statements may not be appropriate for their purposes.  

Financial Reports 

Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 

Statement of Operations and 

Changes in Net Assets 

BDO Canada L.L.P. 

Chartered Professional Accountants,  

Licensed Public Accountants  

Bracebridge, Ontario  

March 30, 2020  

Muskoka Ratepayers’ Association 

Statement of Financial Position 

(Unaudited—see Notice to Reader) (Unaudited—see Notice to Reader) 
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Membership Application 

You receive: 
• Township Watch: an account of the proceedings of the 

Township Council's monthly meetings  
• MRA Alert:!me sensitive "need to know" releases  
• Economic Snapshot  
• Keeping You Informed 

Name: __________________________________________  

Mailing Address: __________________________________ Box #: _________  

City/Town: _______________________________________  

Province/State: ___________________________________ Postal Code: _________  

Home Phone: ____________________________________  

Email: __________________________________________  

 

Muskoka Address: _________________________________ Box: #: ___________  

City/Town: _______________________________________  

Province: ________________________________________ Postal Code: _________  

Muskoka Phone: __________________________________  

Waterfront:     □ yes      □ no                 Name of Lake / River ________________  

Method of Payment:  □ Cheque   □ Visa/MC    □ Online—www.muskokaratepayers.ca  

Credit Card: ______________________________________  

Expiry Date: ___________________ Signature: _________________________  

Cheque: Please enclose a cheque in the amount of $75, payable  

Muskoka Ratepayers' Association, PO Box 336, Port Carling, ON POB 1JO  

Or call Dee at 705-765-0022 or email at info@muskokaratepayers.ca  

http://www.muskokaratepayers.ca
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Mayor - Phil Harding 
705-765-3156    705-644-1920 
pharding@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD A 

Donelda Hayes Township Councillor 
705-687-8252 
dhayes@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Ruth Nishikawa District & 
Township Councillor 
705-706-4393 
rnishikawa@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Glenn Zavitz Township Councillor 
519-591-8878     705-765-3156 Box 
302 
gzavitz@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD B 

Allen Edwards District & 
Township Councillor  
705-769-2214 
aedwards@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Susan Mazan Township Councillor  
705-765-3156  Box 301 
smazan@muskokalakes.ca 
 

 
Gordon Roberts Township Councillor  
705-394-4471    705-765-3156 Box 309 
groberts@muskokalakes.ca 
 

WARD C 

Barb Bridgeman Township Councillor  
705-765-3597    416-605-3207 
bbridgeman@muskokalakes.ca 

 
Frank Jaglowitz District & 
Township Councillor  
705-706-3401 
fjaglowitz@muskokalakes.ca 
 
Peter Kelley Township Councillor 
705-765-3244 
pkelley@muskokalakes.ca 

Useful Contacts 

Township Office  
705-765-3156 
info@muskokalakes.ca 
 

District Office 

705-645-2231 
District Chair 
John Klinck 

Member of Provincial  
Parliament 
Norman Miller 
705-645-8538 
1-888-267-4826 

Member of Parliament 
Scott Aitchison 
705-789-4640 

Township of Muskoka Lakes Council 

Important Information 
Hospitals    Orillia     Ontario Provincial Police 
Bracebridge   Orillia Soldiers’ Memorial   1-888-310-1122 
South Muskoka Memorial   705-325-2201   Hearing Impaired (TTY only) 
705-645-4404   170 Colborne Street West   1-888-310-1133 
75 Ann Street       Crime Stoppers 
    Parry Sound    1-800-222-TIPS 
Huntsville   West Parry Sound Health Centre ( 1-800-222-8477) 
Huntsville District Memorial  Massasauga rattlesnake provincial Fire Department 
705-789-2311   anti venom depot    24-hour non-emergency fire  
100 Frank Miller Dr   705-746-9321    inquiries 705-765-3156 
    6 Albert Street   Poison Control Information 
         1-800-268-9017 
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End of Yearbook 

 


